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A Morning Family Prayer 
By Paul Shivell, Stillwater Valley Poet 


UR FATHER, at the beginning of a new day we read in thy Holy 
Word and are reminded again of thy love, of the deep seriousness 
of life, and of our eternal dependence upon thee. Thy mercies 

mysteriously combine to defend us. When we feel, at blessed seasons of 
refreshing, as though angels ministered to our spirits, we acknowledge, 
wherever we are, that it is good for us to be in this place. Yet thou art 
ever with us. In our very being, through the solemn night as during busy 
days, we manifest our Creator wondrously at work, furthering a vast 
inscrutable plan, of which our imperative development seems the chief 
purpose. In the midst of infinite providences of which we cannot know, 
and which we do not need to comprehend, we lift confident voices in 
thanksgiving, reverently praising thee that thou art our Father, and that 
we are thy children. And as from these provisions for the renewing of 
our feeble and uncertain strength we turn each one to his sacred task, 
here in our temporary home which thou art providing for us, or abroad 
in mutual service with our fellows, be thoustill, just God, the spirit and 
purpose of all we are, and of all we do, and of all we speak, this day, until 
we meet here together again in thy love, to worship and serve thee as a 
devoted Christian family. And whatever the unavoidable difficulties, the 
circumstances however happy, we would remember, Father, to let thee help 
us so to live each hour all the days of our earthly life, be they many or 
few, that we may with steadfast faith enjoy the cheerful and solemn 
certainty of such a meeting together in thy home with thee, where we 
shall know Jesus, our faithful Friend, our inspiring Master, to whose 
patient instruction and divine self-sacrificing example we owe this know]l- 
edge of thy presence in our hearts, and of thy tender watch care over 
us all. Amen. 
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About Folks and Things 


Brother A. F. Chase, who for seventeen 
years has been chief bookkeeper and assist- 
ant general manager of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association, is getting ready to take 
hold in, earnest of the new task to which 
the board at its last meeting assigned him. 
It made him Circulation Manager. He is 
still to have oversight of the bookkeeping 
and some other lines of the work; but his 
chief business from this on will be to de- 
velop plans to increase the circulation of 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty and our 
periodicals and literature. Not in recent 
years has the Publishing Board done any- 
thing more important than taking this step 
in recognition of the fact that not enough 
attention has been paid to circulation 
matters, and we feel hopefully optimistic 
of wonderfully encouraging results from 
the energy and ability which Mr. Chase 
will bring to his task. Be sure to read his 
word of greeting on page twenty-three of 
this issue. 


Beginning in this number, The Herald 
is giving to its readers a most valuable 
series of Bible studies—a series upon the 
miracles of Christ. These are being written 
by Rev. R. F. Brown, pastor at Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio. They were first given as prayer- 
meeting studies, and aroused much interest 
and increased attendance because of their 
uniqueness and practical worth. We be- 
lieve that many of our pastors and Bible 
students will want to clip and file this 
series, which, when it is completed, will 
have covered in a very helpful way the 
miracles of our Lord and Master. Be sure 
that you miss none of them. 


Rev. William R. Brodt, of the Southern 
Ohio Conference, is sorrowing from the loss 
of his sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Haas, who was 
drowned in a peculiar auto accident a few 
days ago. 

The Hidalgo Church, Southern Wabash 
Illinois Conference, Rev. R. J. Ellis pastor, 
is planning for a series of meetings be- 
ginning January 15, in which Mrs. J. B. 
Nash, of St. Louis, will be the evangelist. 


The Houston Christian Church, Miami 
Ohio Conference, recently closed a success- 
ful evangelistic meeting of three weeks in 
which the pastor, Rev. Heber O’Hara, had 
the assistance of Rev. D. G. Pleasant as 
evangelist. Forty new members were re- 
ceived into the church. 


Rev. C. A. Duncan closed a fine revival 
meeting with the New Hope Church last 
week in which he was most helpfully 
assisted by Mr. John Bozell who had 
charge of the music. Brother Bozell will 
be glad to assist other pastors as song 
leader in evangelistic meetings, and any 
pastor or church desiring such services may 
address him at R. R. 4, Tipton, Indiana. 


Dr. Martyn Summerbell writes us that 
the Mr. Brate spoken of in his field note 
as having been appointed a member of the 


board of the Francis Asbury Palmer Fund, 
while not widely known among us as yet, 
is a man of sterling qualities and entrusted 
in his own community with tasks of large 
proportions, and Brother Summerbell is 
sure that he will make a splendid man for 
the new position. 


Our pastors and churches should remem- 
ber that, under the new schedule of offer- 
ings for the year, the offering for the Gen- 
eral Convention which formerly was known 
as the “A. C. C. Offering” and came in 
December, now comes in January, and 
should be taken the second Sunday of that 
month or as near thereto as possible. The 
General Convention is a most necessary 
agency of our denominational work and 
should receive the generous support of both 
individuals and churches. 


Shiloh, Dayton, Rev. W. J. Hall pastor, 
keeps right on keeping on. A new young 
folks’ choir of some thirty voices has just 
been organized and sings alternately with 
the regular choir of the church, each taking 
either a morning or evening service every 
Sunday. And a still younger choir, of 
about the same number of voices, is also in 
training for the Sunday-school. This is the 
work of Miss Carrie Kemp, who is em- 
ployed as song director and who is taking a 
very fine and exceptional interest in the 
general work of the church. Just recently 
the church presented the pastor with a 
purse of over five hundred dollars for the 
purchase of an auto so that he can the 
better reach the homes of his increasing 
parish. 


Sunday morning, November 18, Rev. Ed- 
win B. Flory, who has been called to Day- 
ton by the Miami Ohio Conference to es- 
tablish a new church in Riverdale, held his 
first services in the Brown School audi- 
torium which has been rented for morning 
services until the temporary structure can 
be provided. Every one was surprised and 
delighted with the unusually encouraging 
results of this service. There were ninety- 
seven in Sunday-school and more than that 
at the church service. Brother Flory had 
everything splendidly organized, his teach- 
ers assigned and ready for their tasks, and 
everything moved with such impetus and in- 
spiration as to delight and encourage us all. 
The prospects are certainly more than 
flattering for a great church in Riverdale 
if only the churches of the Miami Ohio 
Conference will stand behind the project 
until it can be established in the right kind 
of way. 


On Tuesday, November 13, the pastors of 
the Miami Ohio Conference met in the 
church at Pleasant Hill, Ohio, in one of the 
best Good Fellowship and Study Club meet- 
ings this conference has ever held. Drs. 
W. H. Denison, W. P. Minton, and Omer 
S. Thomas each conducted an informal dis- 
cussion hour of the problems confronting 
the conference along stewardship, home and 
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foreign mission lines, in which the question- 
naire method was helpfully used. Brother 
A. W. Hirby, the conference secretary of 
missions, had charge of a discussion period 
on local mission work, emphasizing the 
Dayton Riverdale Church enterprise, and 
Brother William H. Martin, the conference 
stewardship and finance secretary, con- 
ducted a discussion on financial problems 
in which the emphasis was placed largely 
on the conference budget. What a splendid 
thing it would be if such pastors’ group 
meetings were regularly held in all of our 
conferences! 

We wish that the November number of 
The Christian Missionary might receive a 
careful reading by every member of the 
Christian Church. It is the annual report 
number and conveys a splendid idea of our 
work, both in the home and foreign field, 
and just what is doing in this very vital 
activity of the church. We mant par- 
ticularly to commend the very full finan- 
cial statement. For a quarter of a century 
our Mission Department has made a prac- 
tice of giving a very detailed statement 
each year of all of its receipts and expendi- 
tures, including salaries and office expenses. 
No other department of our church has 
ever approached this completeness of finan- 
cial report. We wish they did. For we are 
sure it would help to establish confidence 
between our various departments and our 
general constituency if they were as free 
to give detailed financial statements of re- 
ceipts and disbursements, including sal- 
aries and office expenditures, as the Mission 
Department has been. 


We regret that we have no definite news 
to give our readers this week with refer- 
ence to the Defiance College Campaign. We 
wish that in this case the old rule might 
prove true that no news is good news. But 
we are pained beyond measure to express 
our fear that so many of the pastors and 
laymen have failed to realize the crucial 
seriousness of this Defiance situation that 
they have not taken hold in real and vic- 
torious earnest in the matter of raising 
money. We plead that you will yet do so. 
If only the entire brotherhood could be 
possessed with the spirit of the group at 
Defiance, the campaign would be carried 
through with great joy as well as victory. 
Professor Ernest D. Gilbert writes: 


The spirit has been fine throughout the 
campaign. The campus went over the top 
for our quota. The campaign manager, 
Mr. C. Perry Burgess, has been a real con- 
tribution to the life of the campus this fall. 
Clean, sane, cultured, he has led us in 
dignified work and prayer for success. 
President Caris has worked untiringly. And 
I have been deeply touched by the grow- 
ing appreciation of the business men and 
people down town for the work the College 
is doing. The spirit of the local alumni is 
also magnificent; some have pledged 
heavily, others moderately, some were not 
able at this time to give, but every one I 
have met is heart and soul in the campaign. 

Defiance must go forward! And with 
united effort by all of us, here and outside, 
plus the blessings of God, Defiance will 
enter new and greater chapters in her 
career. ' 
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Processes of Enrichment 


EOPLE who are having a hard time in life would 
Pp find a great tonic of encouragement in a careful 
study of the processes by which any life is en- 
riched. They would learn that invariably the hard and 
distressful trials and experiences will, if rightly received, 
put qualities into their lives which can be had in no other 
way. Sickness, sorrow, burden-bearing, grievous dis- 
appointment, all have possibilities of wonderful blessing 
—and a different kind of blessing than that which health 
and joy and light-heartedness bring. There is a peculiar 
refinement of soul which rarely ever comes except 
through the purging fires of some kind of trying ordeal. 
And while only those of perverted judgment would court 
needless hardship or covet poor health or affliction, yet 
when any of these things do come, one is very foolish 
if he does not transmute them into the largest possible 
usefulness and get from them their finest possible con- 
tributions to his own life. 


E are thinking, for instance, of sickness. Hardly 

a week goes by that we do not hear that some 
friend has gone to the hospital for an operation or 
medical attention. And to some, that is an experience of 
dread and horror. But men and women have never gone 
to any good hospital in the right spirit but that they have 
found it an open door into a new and wonderful world. 
There, if they have had eyes to see and understand at all, 
they have witnessed a fortitude of suffering and a 
courage to meet hopeless situations with a grit and good 
cheer which they never had dreamed were possible in 
mere human beings. They have seen men and women 
go smiling along under a handicap that would seem utter- 
ly hopeless and crushing, and they have heard words of 
cheer and comfort from those whom it would seem had 
surely given up in utter despair. They have suddenly 
discovered real heroes coming out of the very common 
walks of life, heroes hidden under rough and unpromis- 
ing exteriors, heroes ignorant and crude in life and 
language, and yet heroes all the same in strength and 
spirit and tenderness of heart; and heroes cultured and 
refined, who lie on their common hospital beds of pain 
and distress with even greater grace and sweetness than 
that with which they have been accustomed to lie on 
their silken couches of ease at home. And ofttimes they 
will discover some of these heroes to be their own neigh- 
bors or business acquaintances whom they have passed 
by day by day without much appreciation, thinking them 
to be of very common clay, and are here surprised to 
find the gracious grace and beauty with which they are 
embellished. And best of all, there are the nurses, min- 
istering angels of light and mercy who spread good cheer 


wherever they go and whose every touch is a healing 
balm for feverish and aching bodies. Is there in all the 
world any other class so slavishly devoted, so sweetly 
sympathetic, so lavishly tender and attentive, to 
strangers whom they have never seen before and may 
never see again, as are the nurses and “Sisters” in our 
hospitals? And then the physicians and surgeons, 
radiating strength and courage, and binding their pa- 
tients to them with an attachment which is almost father- 
ly in the peculiar depth and quality of its affection. Oh, 
the hospital is a wonderful world, a world of unspeakable 
suffering and anguish it is true, but a world also of 
courage and faith and hope and tenderness and minister- 
ing devotion, such as the earth rarely witnesses outside 
its walls. And whoever enters those doors with a heart 
trained to discern the silver lining on every cloud and 
anxious to get the best out of every circumstance and en- 
vironment, will come away refreshed and beautified, his 
faith in God and in humanity quickened. 


VEN so are suffering and sorrow wherever you find 
them, for the men and women who are wise enough 

to use them as an alchemy of purging, of refinement, and 
as a revelation of the deeper and truer values of life. 
How many of us have thoughtlessly toiled for the things 
that perish over night and been careless of the things 
that endure forever! How many of us have busied our- 
selves with building of straw and stubble! Gold it 
seemed to us, and stocks and bonds, and real estate— 
and these indeed they were, in the vocabulary and 
appraisals of the counting houses and the marts of trade. 
But when the fire of disease or of death has come, it 
has all been revealed as simply stubble and straw, con- 
sumed and worthless to the agony of a suffering heart. 
Then it is that we want friends and neighbors and loved 
ones who believe in us and love us so supremely that 
they will wear out their lives, if need be, in lavish min- 
istries of comfort and cheer. Then it is that we want a 
faith in Jesus Christ so real, so vital, that though all else 
go, we will find in the sufficient fullness of his great heart 
the peculiar peace that passeth all understanding because 
it tranquilly rests in him when there is no other thing in 
all the world on which it can rest or find good cheer. 
And buried down beneath every sorrow and every dis- 
aster, there are these infinite qualities of enrichment for 
the soul which will honestly and courageously seek to find 
them. For such, there are ever in times like these, the 
friends, old friends newly revealed, and new friends dis- 
covered for the first time, and all of them prodigal in 
their wealth of attention and friendship. It always 
thrills and enriches one’s heart thus to discover how 
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much after all men and wonien do care for each other and for 
each other’s pains and sorrows and losses! How many, many 
times it is that we hear folks passing through the valley of some 
terrible shadow say, “I never knew how much my friends and 
neighbors cared till now! I never knew before how much love and 
sympathy can mean to a man! I never knew how much folks 
mean to each other, and are dependent upon each other, until this 
terrible thing came into my life!” How often we hear men and 
women say at times like this, “I never knew how much God loved 
me until now! I never knew what it was really to pray and really 
to have the fellowship and peace of Jesus Christ in my heart un- 
til now!” And always there is a note of triumph and a song of 
victory in their voice that is different than any that we ever hear 
from the lips of men and women who have never suffered and 
sorrowed. And there is a quality of heart and life that is dis- 
tinguished among its fellows by the peculiar enrichment which 
comes only when the heart of God and the heart of his child have 
together overcome and conquered. 


A Most Important Matter 


NE of the most significant things done at the last meeting 
QO of the Board of The Christian Publishing Association was 

the appointment of Brother A. F. Chase as the Circulation 
Manager. The board had particularly in view the idea that he 
should devote much of his time to expanding the circulation of 
The Herald. The condition of The Herald circulation for two 
or three decades has been distressfully discouraging. The last 
few years there has been some growth, but nothing like as much 
as the paper should have had in order to have rendered its largest 
possible service, not only to the work of our denomination, but to 
the Kingdom of God. Very few of our people have seemed to 
sense how vital is the relationship between a denomination and 
its periodicals. Even very few of our pastors have done so. The 
great majority of pastors and laymen have taken little interest 
and put forth almost no energy whatever in the circulation of 
our church periodicals. Even many of those who have been 
deeply interested in missions, in education, and in every other 
progressive activity of the church, have seemed wholly unaware of 
how foundational was some common organ of publicity and in- 
spiration to all of these other activities. Nor have many of our 
pastors seemed to understand at all how very vital to the religious 
life and thinking of their people is the habit of reading good 
books and good periodicals. It is utterly futile for any pastor 
to hope to bring to his congregation a sufficient amount of religious 
information and education through his pulpit and the Sunday- 
school instructions. It is absurd on the face of it. And yet the 
average pastor needs only to do a little investigating in the homes 
of his people to realize to what a shocking extent it is true that 
the vast majority of them have no other distinctive religious in- 
formation and uplift than that which they secure from the church 
Sunday after Sunday. The study of this situation makes evident 
the rea] cause of much of the lack of Christian zeal and the want 
of Christian impact about which we so often hear. 


It is with the thought of helping to correct this very serious 
situation that the Publishing Board is assigning Mr. Chase to the 
task of extending the circulation of our periodicals. It is not 
primarily for the sake of remedying the financial situation with 
The Herald. The board and many of our church leaders and 
pastors have been guilty sometimes in the past of thinking of the 
whole matter in the terms of loss and gain in the Herald account. 
But now they have come to realize that far more vital to our 
denominational life than the cost of printing The Herald is that 
The Herald shall be circulated and read in the homes of our 
church people. It is useless to hope to build up any great, strong, 
going concern without this common binding element which the 
right kind of a periodical alone will furnish. Every department 
of the work and every line of church activity in no little measure 
has depended and will continue to depend upon the circulation of 
The Herald. Men and women will come to be zealously interested 
in the general work of our church and of the Kingdom only as 
they read from week to week the periodicals of our church and of 
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the Kingdom. This is a fact that has been proven again and again 
by actual experience in almost every church. 

But something tremendously larger than our denominational 
life is at stake. The thought and sentiment of our church homes 
are in the count. Their largest outlook on life, their finest 
appraisal of the value and duties of life, and their power to dis- 
cern keenly and with true judgment in the issues that are before 
the nations today, will in large measure depend more upon the 
periodicals they read and the books they study than upon any 
other one thing. Because this is true, and true in a larger sense 
today than it ever was before, it becomes an imperative duty for 
every pastor to think of the religious literature and Christian 
reading matter for the homes of his people as coming unquestion- 
ably within the scope of his task and his training. It is his busi- 
ness to see to it that his people read something beside jazz papers 
and jazz literature in order that they may not be carried away by 
jazz thinking and jazz controversies. And because all of this is 
true, the Christian Church must do its part by creating a clean 
and sane and spiritual periodical, and then complete its part by 
seeing that, the people are educated and trained to take and read 
that periodical. It makes no difference how good The Herald 
may be made to be if the vast majority of our people never take 
and read it. : 

And it is to lay emphasis upon these points, and continually 
to bring our pastors and people in remembrance of these things, 
not only with reference to The Herald, but with reference to all 
of our publications and literature, that Brother Chase has been 
appointed Circulation Manager. He makes his bow on page 
twenty-three of this week, and our readers will find there week 
by week that which we are sure will be both interesting and 
vitally important to them and their homes and the life of the 
church. If we did not believe that it was crucially important to 
circulate The Herald for these larger and finer reasons rather 
than simply to make the financial balance to come out on the 
right side, we long since would have given up our editorial task. 
But because we do believe that its circulation is of tremendous im- 
portance educationally and spiritually and inspirationally to our 
people, we ask the most sympathetic and zealous co-operation of 
our pastors and church workers with Brother Chase in the task 
which has been assigned him. We can see no reason why he should 
not be given as warm a welcome to your co-operation and to your 
churches as are the Mission Secretaries, the Secretary of Evangel- 
ism, the workers for Religious Education, or any of our other 
workers; for his work in no uncertain sense underlies them all and 
has much to do with setting the limit of expansion beyond which 
they cannot go. 


Jazz 


N this issue will be found two articles laying bare how the jazz 
| jangie and sufterficiality have entered into some of our re- 

ligious doings. Both articles came to our office within the 
same week, and were prepared without solicitation and without 
ihe knowledge that the other was being written. Doubtless both 
will receive, at least in part, the hearty approval of many men and 
women who would like to have said the same things because they 
are feeling the same way about the trashy element and the spirit 
of bang and bangle that have -found their way into no little of 
modern life. Lament as we will, and as we have a right to do, 
that there is this jazz spirit and jazz syncopation in all too much 
church and Sunday-school music and in all too much of our pulpit 
preaching, yet The Herald feels sure that we will have to look 
beyond religious services to find much of the cause and much of 
the cure of it. 

Taken all in all, jazz, whether in music or in preaching, or in 
thinking, is an unmistakable sign of the lack of culture and 
thoroughness and refinement. In music it is the lack of musical 
training and artistry that gives vogue to jazz jingles, whether in 
the Sunday-school room or in the dance hall. We have noticed 
that the thoroughly skilled and cultured musicians neither play 
jazz nor have any liking for it. It grates on their nerves. It is 
food and drink only to those who have had no musical training 
at all, or else only a jazz training in music. 


$$ LL Te 


edi, | i 


THE HERALD OF 


The same is true in preaching. One of the articles is absolutely 
correct in placing the blame for jazz preaching—jazz in thought, 
in theology, and in didos—upon the lack of mental depth and 
training, and culture of the preacher himself. We do not care from 
whom it comes nor why it is used, whether it be from Billy Sunday 
or some of his pathetic imitations, or whether it be in cathedral 
or camp meeting tent, whoever uses jazz thinking and jazz capers 
and jazz language—or tremendously worse than jazz language, as 
Billy Sunday does do—is simply revealing the fact that there is 
something wanting of depth and refinement and power in his own 
soul. Paul was perfectly justified in “becoming all things to all 
men” if thereby he might win some, and so is the preacher and 
prophet of today. But no intelligent man could conceive of Paul’s 
having ever been anywhere or among any kind or type of men, 
either jazzy in conduct, in language, or in thinking. Anything 
so superficial and uncouth would have grated on his great mind 
and soul. He was all things to all men; but always and every- 
where he undoubtedly was a cultured gentleman, with something 
so magnificent in the beauty of his thought and the depth of his 
being that he challenged the admiration and thoughtfulness of 
men rather than attracted and amused them by his chaffy 
burlesque. And no man is fit to call himself a preacher and 
prophet of God in a day like this who does not labor so to deepen 
the channels of his life that men and women with whom he comes 
in contact shall be moved with the depth and the fullness of his 


The Trend 


Promoting International Friendship and Peace 


The eighth annual meeting of the American Council of the 
World Alliance for International Friendship Through the Churches 
which was held in Philadelphia, November 13-15, was one of the 
most significant gatherings of the year. Many Christian assemblies 
and club or political meetings were larger in attendance, but we 
do not believe that any of them were dealing with formative 
forces which are destined to play a larger part in the future 
destinies of nations than those discussed at Philadelphia. For 
the Alliance is slowly taking form as the agency through which 
the churches of this nation, and the churches of the some thirty 
nations in which it is already organized and at work, are perhaps 
to wage their most effective warfare against war. Because such 
a campaign to be effective must be unified, and because that unity 
can come only in some extra-denominational or interdenomina- 
tional organization, it would seem most likely that the World 
Alliance will come to sustain about the same relationship to the 
churches in their fight against war that the Anti-Saloon League 
sustained in their fight against the liquor traffic. Especially will 
this be true if it rapidly proceeds to organize the entire country 
until all the churches are actively enlisted in this great campaign. 
This must be done, and should be done; and it will be a re- 
grettable Ioss of energy and needless expense if the score or more 
of peace organizations do not find some way of merging their 
activities inio one cohesive and effective unit for this great task. 

The reports of Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, the General Secretary, 
and of Dr. Frederick Lynch, the Educational Secretary, showed 
an encouraging amount of activity and progress during the year. 
The Alliance has been effective both in creating public opinion 
and in crystallizing that public opinion into special pressure upon 
officials where it would do the most good. This has been true of 
the European branches as well as in America; and it has been 
especially effective in an interchange of fraternal delegates be- 
tween the nations, discovering how deep and genuine are the spirit 
of good will and the anxious hope of averting war which are al- 
ready dominant among the Christian citizens of every nation. 

Representatives from ten of the great nations spoke at this 
meeting, including His Grace the Archbishop Panteleimon 
Athanassiades, representing the Eastern Orthodox Church, who 
gave through his interpreter one of the best addresses of the 
entire meeting. No one could have listened to these visitors from 
other countries without having his heart stirred with: hope by the 
realization that in those nations, which we usually think of as be- 
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personality rather than amused with the clownishness and shallow- 
ness of it. e 

And the jazziness of thinking! Ah, that’s the heart of the 
trouble. Down underneath this jazzy element in so much of life 
today is the fact that so pitifully few of our population have an 
adequate training and an adequate background of information for 
clear and deep thinking. It is even worse than that! Great 
masses of our people are continually filling their minds with mis- 
information and half truths and actual falsehoods, which utterly 
incapacitate them from right thinking at all. When one looks 
over some of the propaganda sheets which are being sold on our 
streets by the thousands and some of our dailies which are circu- 
lating in great numbers, and finds them filled with distorted and 
wild imaginings, with political and racial and interracial preju- 
dices that are sickeningly unchristian and shallow, and with sus- 
picion and distrust and unfairness; and when one remembers that 
papers of this class, together with light and questionable fiction, 
are about all that thousands of laymen and all too many preachers 
ever read, it is no wonder that jazz thinking and jazz hysterias 
end jazz movements run like wildfire over the country. Until the 
Church itself undertakes to persuade its people to read real 
periodicals and real books, and teaches them to think straight and 
clear and deep on every subject that confronts them, it may expect 
every now and then to have its services corrupted and its teachings 
and principles submerged by things jazz. 


of Events 


ing possessed only with a spirit of militarism, there are strong 
and earnest-hearted groups of Christian people, many of them 
national characters of great influence, who are zealously fighting 
to retrieve their nations from the grasp of the militarists and turn 
them to ways of Christian idealism and peace. And more than 
America realizes, these forces for Christian peace in the other 
nations have been disappointed that their prayers and earnest 
activities for some constructive program for world peace have 
aroused so little enthusiastic response on the part of the American 
Government and of many of the American people. 

Especially were the hearts of the audience stirred by the frank 
and manly appeal of the forceful young orator, Mr. Herbert Sein, 
from Mexico, who implored the Christian citizenship of this great 
United States to see to it that its citizens deal only justly and 
honorably with our southern neighbor, and that Mexico be given a 
fair chance to work out her own problems for the best welfare 
of her own citizens—as every sovereign nation should do—regard- 


‘less of what it might mean of disappointment to the ulterior and 


grasping plans of greedy American profiteers working in Mexico. 

With his characteristic mastery of oriental affairs, Dr. Sidney 
L. Gulick, the Secretary of Oriental Relations, made a most hope- 
ful report of the progress which is being made throughout the 
Orient, where the forces of light and the forces of darkness are 
thrown in bold relief in their struggle for supremacy; and he 
made one feel how utterly foolish and wicked it is for America 
to be frightened by the anti-Japanese bugaboo and propaganda 
into a hostile attitude towards that nation, and towards the Orient, 
which so pitifully need our finest Christian example and friendship 
in this critical formative period in which Christian forces and 
Christian ideals there are slowly but surely winning their way 
to eminence and control. 


Organizing a Campaign Against War 


One of the two most impressive things of the entire Alliance 
meeting was the very pithy address by Mrs. James Lees Laidlaw, 
which stressed the futility of simply talking against war and 
showed how essential it is that all created sentiment find a way 
to make impact upon the Senate and governing officials at Wash- 
ington. With the keen analysis of one who has long dealt with 
the suffrage, prohibition, and other such movements, and with an 
acute understanding of practical politics and the effective manage- 
ment of campaigns which must register politically in order to be 
effective at all, Mrs. Laidlaw with delightful humor and quick 
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sarcasm stirred her audience with the absolute necessity of bom- 
barding the President and Secretary Hughes, and Senators and 
Representatives, with letters and resolutions in avalanche number 
until these officials are made to understand that the churches of 
America will be intolerant to any further delay in the matter of 
our entrance into the World Court, and intolerant to anything 
less than a constructive program on the part of our nation for the 
promotion of international peace. At this stage of the game, and 
right now when Congress so soon is to assemble, every Christian 
citizen should immediately, and as a Christian duty, write letters 
and secure resolutions to send to the President, to Secretary 
Hughes, and to Congress, voicing insistent conviction that our 
nation should fulfill President Harding’s dying request that it 
enter the World Court. In no other way can the will of the 
churches be made effective in this matter this fall. 

And a second outstanding feature of the program, in our mind, 
was the address by Captain Edward L. Beach, of the United States 
Navy, formerly Commandant of Mare Island Navy Station during 
the war, and now a lecturer of the Leland Stanford University, 
at Palo Alto, California. He told of how churches and communities 
are being actually organized for peace in that great State. What 
is known as “the People’s Movement for Peace” was, we believe, 
begun in his own town of Palo Alto. Churches, lodges, noontide 
clubs, and other organizations were stirred by addresses and com- 
mittees until hundreds and hundreds of signatures were secured 
in behalf of tha peace movement. This has attracted attention in 
other towns and cities, and already the movement for organization 
is under way. Captain Beach himself is scheduled to give addresses 
in a hundred different places in that State. 

It is something like this that must be done in every State and 
in every local community, going down where the common people 
live who are against war, heart and soul against it, and organizing 
them in such a way as to make their protests against war and 
their endorsement for the machineries of peace vitally compelling 
at Washington. 


A Statement and Appeal by the Alliance 


Gladly would we give a full report of the Alliance meeting if 
space permitted; and from time to time we hope to give further 
impressions and to print some of the leading addresses. But it 
must be &ufficient this time for us in closing simply to quote the 
following “Statement” which was issued “To the Christian People 
of America” by this Alliance meeting as one of its official state- 
ments and appeals: 


We, the five hundred delegates assembled at the annual meeting 
of the World Alliance for International Friendship Through the 
Churches, and representing, we believe, the convictions of the 
Church at large, desire to put ourselves upon record to the effect 
that the time has come for the United States to assume bold, con- 
fident leadership in the rescuing of our present civilization from 
chaos and in establishing a new world order based upon justice, 
co-operation, and good will. Selfish nationalism and the basing 
of our civilization upon force plunged us into war in 1914. The 
world is rushing again toward the same precipice and our na- 
tion is doing nothing to avert the impending calamity. We argue 
details of covenants and who shall elect judges to a Court, while 
Europe starves, selfishness rules, militarism rises again, gross 
injustices are practiced, the nations arm, and force reasserts itself 
in the rule of life. 

Against this isolation on the part of our nation we solemnly 
protest. We believe it unchristian and we believe it makes of no 
effect the sacrifices of the boys whose idealism we have just been 
commemorating. We believe the time has come for the United 
States to lay aside all selfishness and timidity and take her place 
in the councils of the nations. We believe all problems, especially 
those we helped to create, in Europe and Asia, are OUR problems, 
and our place is where they are being solved. We believe the 
United States has been called to serve the world, and should again 
manifest that sense of mission to which it rose in the war. We 
deprecate and condemn all talk of “America first and only,” 
whether proceeding from the Senate or the market place. We 
believe that upon America rests the obligation to co-operate in 
the high endeavor to save the world and build a new order wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 

To this end we demand, in the name of the American Church, 
that the Senate of the United States take immediate steps to make 
our nation a signatory power to the Court of International Justice. 
We respectfully petition the President of the United States to 
continue the crusade begun by our lamented President Harding 
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to this great end. We believe, that, to stand outside the Court, 
violates our whole American tradition. We believe it also violates 
the will of the American people. 

This act having been accomplished, we call upon the Senate of 
the United States immediately to begin the study of how the 
United States may find entrance into the League of Nations or 
find some substitute association to which the other nations. will 
agree. The churches have stood for it from the beginning. They 
stood behind Mr. Wilson. When Mr. Harding became President 
they offered their support to him in a belief absolutely justified 
both by his words and those of his associates that America would 
take her rightful place in the family of nations. The Church’s 
high expectations have not been fulfilled and we believe the Senate 
of the United States owes it to these millions of Christians to ful- 
fill them. We cannot sit still and see the other nations of the 
world vainly striving to realize the common life while we stand 
apart and by our absence cripple their endeavor. 


The Need for Simplicity and Economy in Religious Activities 


It is always interesting to have the viewpoint of any great 
business leader on religious activities, especially if that leader is 
thoroughly Christian and sympathetic with the progressive ob- 
jectives of the Church. We believe that Mr. Harvey S. Firestone, 
President of the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio, 
who has just been reelected president of the Ohio Council of 
Churches, was touching things fundamental in his opening address 
at the last annual assembly of the Council when he said: 


Two of the outstanding needs of the world today in all lines 
of endeavor are simplicity and economy. Life has become more 
complicated and our problems more complex, and to meet this 
situation we are very apt to make our work more complicated. 
The result is that we dissipate our energies by attempting to 
cover too many activities. We need the strictest discipline in our 
thoughts and actions to meet these conditions and take up each 
of our problems and simplify them. We are engaged in the 
greatest work of mankind—the promotion of Christian ideals and 
social betterment—and it should inspire us to secure the best re- 
sults from our efforts and energies. 

In urging greater economy, I do not mean a restriction of our 
means and energies, but the application of all the means and 
energies at our command without waste and in a way that will 
bring the greatest benefit and happiness to our fellow-men. We 
must always balance the good to be accomplished by our activities 
with the energies and efforts expended. In an organization such 
as ours it is necessary that we temper our individual enthusiasms 
and favorite projects and harmonize them with others in order 
to secure the best results. 


Those sound like the words of a real business man, one who is 
trained to sitting down and carefully analyzing the situation and 
carefully balancing the cost of production over against the amount 
and quality of the product—a man who has the instinct of efficiency 
and a horror of duplicated effort and wasted energy. The sooner 
church leaders catch his spirit and enter into such cool-headed and 
analytical survey of church activities and church expenditures, the 
better it will be for the Kingdom of God. When one disassociates 
himself from the situation, and stands off as a non-participant and 
analyzes actual working conditions among the denominations, he is 
appalled at the manner in which the Church today “dissipates its 
energies” on running mere machinery. The waste of duplicated 
effort, of overlapping machinery, of competing churches and 
organizations, is startling when viewed from the business view- 
point and with the economic instinct. Sooner or later the Church 
is bound to be brought to book for this needless waste. It is use- 
less for churchmen to try to justify this sort of thing simply be- 
cause it is here, or simply because it is a by-product of denomina- 
tionalism, or simply because men and women prefer to split off 
into their traditional denominational groups and cleavages. God 
put his prophets and the leaders of his Church into the world to 
cure these very things, not to excuse them or justify them. And 
as surely as God is, he will hold them accountable for their lack 
of leadership in the things that ought to be and can be done. 

oO 

The time and meeting place of the National Convention of the 
Anti-Saloon League of America, which was first announced to 
be held at Birmingham, Alabama, December 17-20, have been 
changed to Washington, January 12-17. It is urged that there be 
no delay in the appointing of delegates and the obtaining of hotel 
accommodations. Inquiries should be directed to the program com- 
mittee, Anti-Saloon League of America, Westerville, Ohio. 
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HEN this writer was a boy, getting 
his first impressions of religion and 


the Church, everything connected 
with and surrounding a public worship and 
any service of the church was as dignified 
as those having it in charge could make it. 
Everything was done “decently and in or- 
der” so as to make it appeal to the higher 
and not the lower ideals of women and 
‘men. 

The childhood of that day was taught by 
both precept and example to reverence the 
church and religious services, and to respect 
the messengers of the gospel, and the leaa- 
ers of the church; that while worldly mat- 
ters with which they had to do might not 
elevate them, the church and the worship 
of the church was a call to their higher life, 
and the means by which God was making 
his will known to them. 

One cannot but notice how far afield we 
have gone from this idea—this ideal. The 
Church, as a definite, institution, is today 
lost sight of in our present maze of think- 
ing, and in the planning for the present. 
Religious leaders are fadists and theorists 
—not of sufficient consequence to be consid- 
ered in present-day planning. The worship 
of the church is almost a lost art. “Sanc- 
tuary” is a lost word. In the “auditorium” 
where worship is held, people come and go 
early and late. Probably taking their cue 
from speakers on conference and convention 
programs who make their speech then hurry 
off elsewhere to make it again, our wor- 
shipers arise and leave the worship any 
time for the least provocation, and with 
the flimsiest excuse. Nervousness and con- 
fusion abound. “God is in his holy temple, 
let all the earth keep silent,” does not enter 
the mind of the average man or woman who 
attends the worship of the church. The at- 
tendance upon the worship of the church is 
so indifferent and dissolutive that the teach- 
ing function of the sermon seems sometimes 
to be entirely disintegrated. During the 
World War we heard preacher after preach- 
er say that a great spiritual revival would 
result from the war. Instead of that com- 
ing to pass, restlessness, discord, and con- 
fusion have been intensified. 

Some time ago a bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church had occasion, just before 
the benediction at a conference where he 
was presiding, to say, “Our American peo- 
ple are getting to be the most irreverent 
in the world. There has not been a day of 
this conference free from confusion when 
the time has come to pronounce the bene- 
diction. It is a piece of common vulgarism. 
In this country we can not even hold a 
funeral with becoming decorum. It is 
heartless. It is savagery.” Reverence of 
God, respect for the church and its wor- 
ship, is lost; and irreverence stalks ram- 
pant. The older people complain about the 
lack of reverence in the young; and the 
young do not know any better, for they have 


Religious Jazz 


BY REV. H. RUSSELL CLEM 


not been taught by the example of their 
elders. 

What, or who, is responsible for this con- 
dition? It-is that which has been pushed 
onto the Church by the world, or are the 
forces of the Church themselves respon- 
sible? Does not the law, “whatsoever a 
man soweth that shall he also reap,” obtain 
in the Church too? Has this condition “just 
happened” or is it coming to be a well ae- 
veloped harvest of seed that has been 
sown ? 

There are several conditions which may 
be mentioned which have helped to bring 
this condition of religious blase upon us. 
How long has the Bible school of your 
church been a regular bedlam? I do not 
mean the teaching half-hour, but the open- 
ing and closing services, when persons are 
walking to and fro, talking to each other, 
bringing up and transacting business of all 
kinds, singing Jazz songs and hymns in a 
jazzy way—then dismissing in the utmost 
confusion. 

We have complained about how dull the 
worship of the church is—I can see how 


Thanksgiving 
I THANK thee, O my God, for 
answered prayer; 
For dreams come true I thought too 
good to hold; 
For gifts so precious and for scenes 
so fair 
That they shall never vanish or 
grow old. 


Yet, giving thanks for answer and 
surprise, 
It is for this thy goodness I would 
boast: 
That thou hast sent, despite my 
pleading cries, 
The thing I did not want, but need- 
ed most. 
—VJessie Brown Pounds. 





there might be a dull sermon; but imagme 
one’s going to church to worship God then 
complaining about how dull God is! The 
music has been jazzed until we run a race 
in singing, having lost the rythm and swing 
of effectual hymn-singing. To this is added 
the sacrilege of buying and introducing in 
the service the new, cheap song books, pub- 
lished for no other purpose than to sell and 
make money, the sentiment of some songs 
of which is so silly as to be almost asinine. 
And we still wonder why our children do 
not have greater reverence for the church! 

The great '(?) evangelistic campaigns to 
which we have given our support in the 
twenty last years are probably the worst 
offenders here. They breed irreverence. 
The music must be of the cheapest “whoop- 
it-up” variety with the leader’s “shouting 


and the tumult” to the choir and the audi- 
ence to sing, stamping his feet to wake 
them up. The evangelist must have some 
adornment of his person, such as long hair, 
bushy enough to fall over his eyes when he 
shakes his head, a sombrero hat, or some 
other something that will attract attention. 
Subjects like, “What Goes Over the Devil’s 
Back Must Come Under His Belly,” are used 
to get the ear of the curious. And he, to 
justify his lack of training apparently says 
such things as, “When God wanted to start 
a mission in New York to save thousands of 
people, he got Jerry McCauley, and not 
some long-coated, beaver-hatted, shad-bel- 
lied D. D.” That is a statement that can 
appeal only to the uninformed; for the ser- 
vices given at that mission, especially the 
music and speaking, are by the finest and 
most accomplished artists. 

So why should this generation be rever- 
ent? Can one be reverent in these sur- 
roundings ? 

And the theology! The writer heard 
some one say that the day is over when we 
can preach theology. Such themes as 
“love,” “repentance,” “regeneration,” ete. 
(as if these are not fundamental theology) 
are much better subjects to preach upon. 
No doubt he had heard the modern evangel- 
ist preach his medieval] theological hodge- 
podge. And I charge, also, that this the- 
ology has been the means of driving many 
new converts away from the Bible instead 
of leading them to its matchless and ade- 
quate teaching. They have found these in- 
terpretations to be exceedingly impracti- 
cable and helpless when tried out. It is a 
theology that produces moral neurotics and 
spiritual neurasthenia. 

Probably the most damaging consequence 
of the present religious jazz is its effect 
upon the ministry. It is argued that these 
freak things get the ear of the people, but 
the logic is never carried out—that is, the 
freak methods catch only freak people. The 
minister wants to reach people in large 
numbers. Comparing his small congrega- 
tions with the larger, it takes a man of 
wrought-iron constitution and unwavering 
faith in God to keep on believing that he 
can still do good preaching to a small num- 
ber. But Christ experienced this humilia- 
tion; for at least at one time in his ministry 
he saw his crowd leave him, and, turning to 
his disciples, he said, “Will you also go 
away?” It is a well established fact that 
his greatest ministry was to the individual 
or to the small number, and not to the mul- 
titude. 

Recently a minister who was holding his 
regular Sunday evening services—holding 
out against an evangelistic campaign where 
there was religious jazz a-plenty, together 
with Negro minstrel and other attractions 
—he had the satisfaction of having one of 
his faithful few say: “I am mighty glad I 
did not go to the big meeting; I would not ~ 
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have missed that sermon for anything.” It 
is not the biggest crowd that presents the 
biggest opportunity. 

A careful survey shows that the twenty- 
five past years, characterized in the 
Church’s work by the most proficient or- 
ganization of the Church school, by the 
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functioning of the young people’s organiza- 
tions, and by great religious campaigns, 
evangelistic and otherwise, is the day also 
of the greatest dearth of young people giv- 
ing themselves to the ministry and other 
Christian service. What contribution is re- 
ligious jazz making in this day? 


Jazz Preaching 
BY A VICTIM 


with its barbarous sounds. It is a com- 

bination of an old-fashioned shiveree, a 
Negro minstrel, a vaudeville show, and a 
small-town band, with a little Hawaiian 
music thrown in for good measure. 

One can readily see that it isn’t thor- 
oughbred, but of mongrel breed. It would 
be a fine accompaniment for a savage snake 
dance, and its net results in places is to 
produce semi-savages who dance in a sav- 
age manner. Then, too, it is sorta like the 
measles and chicken pox in that it goes in 
epidemics and gets into good families as 
well as bad. It came into the Church with 
a bang, and for several years now we have 
had a regular ogre of near-jazz music in 
some gospel hymn books and we took pride 
in our ability to “whoop-it-up” and put 
“pep” in our Sunday-school. But here! I’m 
just like our preacher, I’m off my text and 
goin’ hard! The thing that provoked me 
to this little speech, and that has been on 
my heart lately, was not that jazz music 
had gotten into the Church, but that jazz- 
preaching had gotten into a few pulpits. 
And some of our dear pastors, finding the 
brethren in peaceful slumbers and fearful 
of being out-of-date, have whooped-it-up 
and flavored their sermons with jazz. 


Jie music has filled the whole land 


Now I sat and listened to one the other 
night and he had a regular case of it, run- 
ning the whole list of stunts. He certainly 
was entertaining and I really believe he 
could have made a good hit in Broadway, if 
he could have gotten it off tnere. He began 
with a bang and a holler and blazed away 
on saxaphone, piano, and cornet in ear- 
splitting style. He pounded the desk with 
his Bib'e, swung his arms, and jumped up 
and down and hollered some more. He got 
our attention, I’ll say he did, and kept it. 
He was preaching some—but not much! 
Then he slowed up and cooled off and calmed 
down and eased off into some Literary Di- 
gest stories that were cracker-jacks, and I 
laughed right out loud; for he certainly got 
them off well. Everybody else enjoyed 
them, too; for some folks just roared. Noth- 
ing dry about that preacher, and he kept 
everybody awake. 

Then he up and blazed away on all in- 
struments again, calling the wicked all the 
vile names he could think of and more than 
I knew, and he swore like a regular feller. 
That is, it would have been swearing if he 
had cussed like that out-of-doors, and he 
would have been up before conference; but 


. tically takes the same attitude. 


the “freedom of the pulpit” covers a multi- 
iude of carelessness! 

Then he shifted gears once more for the 
home stretch. This time he started in and 
told us melodramatic, weepy, and impossible 
stories about deathbed sinners and hair- 
breadth scenes. I sorta like a man to touch 
my tender emotions and soften my heart, 
but I hate to have him drag all that’s sa- 
cred in life out for public display and use 
my sympathy for an evening’s entertain- 
ment. And then he quit with another holler 
and bang—and it was all over. 


I never went to sleep, but I had to pinch 
myself twice to be sure I had been to WOR- 
SHIP. It was a good entertainment—if you 
like that kind of entertainment. 


Of course I like enthusiasm in my 
preacher but I want it to be sane and im- 
telligent. Of course, I like an orator in the 
pulpit, and I even pray for the Lord to send 
us more orators; but I don’t care particu- 
larly for the patent-medicine variety. Of 
course I like a good strong voice, clear and 
distinct, in my preacher; but I hate to hear 
him HOLLER. The Lord said, “Let him 
that hath ears to hear, hear;” and the deaf 
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can’t hear anyway. I just wish my preacher 
would practice a few simple exercises for 
his voice, thus keeping it mellow as well as 
clear and strong. And I just wish our 
preacher would remember the dignity of the 
pulpit! 

“Consistency is a jewel,” and I keep 
quoting that to myself when I hear a 
preacher condemn jazz-music and at the 
same service sing jazz tunes ana pzeach a 
jazz sermon. If our preacher didn’t get 
mad, I’d tell him about it; but I am hoping 
he will read this, take the hint, and love 
me just the same if he ever finds me out. 

I’ve been watching it quite a spell now 
and I have never figured it out exactly; but 
it is something like this: When our preacher 
spends a great deal of time in his study, he 
leaves out a good deal of his hollering-jazz. 
But when he stays away from his study 
then it is that he hollers the most. You 
see, I’m coming slowly to the conclusion, 
the more thought—the less jazz; and con- 
versely, the fewer the ideas, the more hol- 
ler. Of course thunder scares more than 
lightning. 

I notice there was nothing trivial in the 
Master’s speech. I notice that the master- 
pieces of music, painting, and poetry have 
dignity, beauty, and harmony—and I just 
hunger for a reflection of that in the pulpit. 

Simple speech with dignity—yet I know 
it takes hard, hard work far more than 
genius to achieve such a style and form. I 
realize that they come at the high price of 
exacting labor and I know that it is only 
by long, hard study and work that the mas- 
terpiece-sermon is made and preached. But 
I rather feel that our Lord would like for 
my preacher to preach that kind! 


Liberty Is not Subserviency 


BY REV. E. A. DeVORE, D. D. 


dark ages, there has been a theory that 

the masses of the people cannot be 
trusied to think for themselves in religious 
affairs. Papacy is founded upon the doc- 
trine that the Bible is an unsafe book ex- 
cept as it is expounded by “the Church.” De- 
nominationalism—orthodoxy and heterodoxy 
of every type—in modified degrees, prac- 
All creed- 
making and creed-keeping rest upon this 
same principle that the majority of Bible 
students cannot be trusted except when and 
in such measure as they bow in submission 
to the formula enunciated by their minority 
leaders. 

The result is that the overwhelming 
masses of religionists remain willfully igno- 
rant as to Biblical doctrines in general; and 
their official professions of faith, and conse- 
quently their ecclesiastical practices, are 
meaningiess and insignificant. 

In a great measure people are just what 
they are taught to be. Their lives are not 
the outgrowth of their own thinking; and 


G tank the lapse of Christianity into the 


their thinking is not the culmination of their 
own study. 

Thus churchism is traditional; and 
churchmen are creed-bound, and ritualistic. 

in spite of their claims, the great major- 
ity of Protestants are as guilty as Papists 
in their subjection to man-made creeds, ritu- 
als, and standards of belief. 


There are but two possible positions, and 
between them there is no rational halting 
place. Either the Church in its councils has 
the full right of interpretation and the in- 
dividual student has no right of dissent and 
is duty bound always to submit; or else 
every individual soul is the maker of his own 
creed, and is bound never to submit to the 
decrees of others, but is ever amenable only 
to the dictates of his own individual en- 
lightenment. 


In fact most religionists are priest-bound 
and creed-led. Very few indeed are free. 
Very rare is the individual who possesses the 
liberty that Christ offers him of becoming 
his own priest and to be in allegiance only 


to his own intelligent and conscientious con- 
ceptions of God through Jesus Christ. 

These diverse positions are capable of only 
one differentiation: universal submission to 
the Church—that is Papacy; or absolute 
Protestantism—the right and duty of indi- 
vidual interpretation. 

For more than four centuries the cry of 
Protestantism has been “Back to the Bible.” 
Yet its best liberty has been narrowed and 
limited by churchly creeds and the compli- 
ance of orthodoxy or sometimes the pride of 
heterodoxy. Now for more than a century 
a few people in theory have pled for “indi- 
vidual interpretation,” yet only a part of the 
writers and readers of The Herald of, Gos- 
pel Liberty have had grace to grant to oth- 
ers all that they wished for themselves. 

We never complete our task of plowing 
and harrowing our fields; we perennially 
need to persist in our teaching of first prin- 
ciples—the greatest of which is the right of 
the individual conscience. And until the 
convert is freed from subservience to men, 
he scarcely can be supremely loyal to his 
great Master. True loyalty is not sub- 
serviency to preacher, congregation, confer- 
ence, or council; but true loyalty is the 
exaltation of Christ to his true position of 
headship in all things. 

Practically all men are subject to human 
limitations, and are ignorant of some truth; 
but few men are really free as Christ has 
made them free to think for themselves, and 
to search to know the whole truth in all 
things. This genuine truth seeker is ever 
ready to welcome new explanations and new 
discoveries—not that he is pre-disposed to 
accept every new theory just because it is 
new; but really that he may “prove all 
things” and “hold fast to that which is 
good.” In general this most blessed student 
after truth is neither orthodox nor liberal; 
neither Fundamentalist nor dissenter. He 
is comrade and fellow-seeker with all hon- 
est students; and from all he learns, and to 
all he imparts his own knowledge. 


His own love of freedom leads him to 
grant liberty to others. His own experi- 
ences of growth in knowledge compels him 
to remember what he himself once was, and 
therefore not to condemn those who do not 
yet agree with him. 

On this bedrock of INDIVIDUAL INTERPRE- 
TATION rests the hope of Church unity, the 
triumph of truth against error. Freedom of 
conscience implies thé freedom of speech, 
and the repudiation of creedism and eccles- 
iastical subserviency. 

Practically creeds are not ever and never 
can be the bases for fellowship. Devils 
know, devils believe; but with devils there 
cannot be Christian fellowship. All reli- 
gious wars, all heresy trials, all religious 
persecutions, all lack of genuine fellowship, 
are the outgrowth of attempts to place sub- 
serviency instead of liberty as the rule over 
the individual. 


Fellowship may become universal; but. 


common subserviency is not fellowship, is 
not honesty, is not liberty. 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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- The Miracles of Jesus 
Number One—The Miracle at the Marriage 


BY REV. R. F. BROWN 


T is the purpose of the writer of the Short Talks on the Miracles of Jesus 
l to set forth their true spiritual value, their proximity to the experiences 
of modern life, the impressions they made, and the effects they produced. 
The writer does not desire to thrust his individual views upon the readers 
in a dogmatic way. I do expect to express my opinion touching the miracles 
and give the reader the right to his opinion. I do not wish to place another 
straw upon the camel’s back which is already loaded to the breaking point with 
controversial literature bearing on the miracle stories. Many volumes have 
been written about the miracles of Jesus, and the majority of these books 
overflow with critical analysis and modern dogmatism. I shall be highly 
pleased if in these Short Talks all mooted questions, all literary distinctions, 
and all theological opinions, are completely overshadowed by the living truths, 
the valuable lessons, and spiritual ideals taught and illustrated by this aspect 
of our Master’s ministry. . 


THE MIRACLE AT THE MARRIAGE 


Our first glimpse of Jesus after he emerges from the state of dependent 
childhood to the state of independent manhood is at the river Jordan. It is 
here that he receives the holy ordinance of baptism and is greeted with a 
token of divine approval. Immediately following this experience he retires to 
inviolate solitude, and prays and plans and meditates upon the motives and 
methods and principles that shall determine his ministry and his future. But 
this solitude was of brief duration. After six weeks of meditation and quiet- 
ness he returns to the place of baptism where he attracts the attention of the 
first disciples who followed him to Cana of Galilee. A marriage was being 
solemnized at Cana. The wine supply runs short and Christ performs his first 
miracle by changing water to wine. 

A, graphic word picture is given of Christ as well as his mother, the dis- 
ciples, and the guests who attended this marriage. This occasion reveals 
Christ in a new light. By his presence at the marriage, it is not difficult to 
see that while he was truly divine, he was typically human; that while he was 
unquestionably spiritual, he did not disparage the material. Although he was 
devoutly devotional and religious, his devotion to religious ideals did not pre- 
vent him from entering heartily into the great enthusiasm and social interests 
of the occasion. At no period in his life could he be justly designated as a 
recluse or a misanthrope. He loved mankind. While he was wholly dedicated 
to the task of redeeming man, he could not, in justice to himself and humanity, 
withhold himself from the social festivities and varied phases of the throbbing, 
active life of his day. The humble vocations of men, the social events of his 
time, and the civic interests of mankind were made sacred by his holy presence. 

The value of the miracle is not found in the fact that Christ turned water 
into wine—although this act rescued the host from an embarrassing position. 
It also made it possible for the guests to continue. their hilarity and genuine 
merriment. Nowhere did he condemn innocent fun. In the midst of gayety, 
he did not hold himself aloof from the crowd. He was never afraid that he 
would get his robe besmirched by associating with merrymakers and sinners. 
He could not have been the Redeemer of men had he not mingled with men. 
The fact that he associated with men did not minimize his religious ideals, 
nor thwart his spiritual purposes. His effectiveness as a Redeemer was en- 
hanced by his willingness to rub shoulders with sinners. That power which 
was effective in changing water to wine would have been ineffective in re- 
marking marred lives had he endeavored to touch life from the outside only. 
To be most effective, Christ was conscious that he must move where the need 
was the greatest. Although minor, here was an existing need, and Christ 
discovered ‘and supplied the need that the way might be cleared for him to 
supply the greater needs of men, namely, the salvation of the soul. Salt 
has a preserving and wholesome influence upon the objectives for which it is 
intended, but it is useless unless it is applied at the right time and on the 
right object. To transform human life and sanctify human society and make 
folks what God wants them to be, the saving influence and sanctifying power 
of Christianity must touch these conditions in a very close manner. Christ is 
an nes of this type of ministry. He was in the world, but not of the 
worid. 

Viewed from these angles, it becomes evident that the miracle at the mar- 
riage was not a mere demonstration of miraculous power, not a mere trans- 
formation of a material substance; but a divine revelation, a spiritual feast, 
a beautiful expression of the very heart of God. 

This miracle is a distinct challenge to man to refrain from the desire to 
be a recluse, a misanthrope, trying to escape from the crowds and sneering 
at the world’s foibles. It is an appeal] to enter more unselfishly, more heartily, 
into the common experiences and daily struggles of our fellow-men and help 


. them carry their load, sharing their troubles, disappointments, and blessings. 


Men have a right to share our love, our sympathy, our generosity, our fel- 
lowship, and our serviee. A Christian, although in the world, must be social, 


sympathetic, and serviceable, manifesting the power of the gospel in trans- 


forming the lives of men, propagating the beneficence of Christian ideals and 
holy standards. 
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The Desert Places 


BY WM. C. ALLEN 


lent of desolation. The sea has its 

glory, its beauty, its moods. The 
heavens declare the handiwork of God. But 
to most of us the desert appears unfruitful, 
hard, inhospitable, cruel. 

The alkali plains of America are white 
and arid. The sands of the Sahara sweep 
like a torrent across the blinding sunshine. 
The Gobi desert of northern Asia isa weari- 
ness to the traveler. The vast treeless levels 
of Australia at periods promise no loveliness 
or charm. The wild wastes of South Africa 
are masses of heaped-up rocks for hundreds 
of miles. Yet we may love the desert wher- 
ever we find it. Its alternate greyness and 
exuberant colorings, its lights, its shadows, 
offer rare instruction to our intellects and 
souls, 

At times the Christian perforce crosses 
parched places as he journeys through life. 
There are experiences wherein no beauty 
cheers him, there are trials that hide from 
his sight the eternal hills of hope. His feet 
bleed as he treads the rock-strewn valley or 
laboriously climbs the mountains of despair. 
He thinks of the ancient cry, “My soul 
thirsteth for thee in a dry and weary land 
where no water is!”” He appeals to God for 
help. 

Yet the desert may be good to trek across. 
In it is stillness. How often the world-tired 
heart when temporarily deprived of earthly 
joys finds in the desert of the soul the quiet- 
ness, the holy communion that imparts 
fresh vigor for physical outlay, for spiritual 
success. Within the desert or close by its 
borders, are undreamed riches which, like 
the diamond mines of Kimberley, yield splen- 
did stones of renown, scintillating, exquisite, 
pure. In the void places of the earth have 
been discovered vast supplies of material 
things for the use of millions of men. The 
forsaken wastes of far-off countries contain 
precious minerals and metals yet to be ex- 
tracted from their confines—this is the story 
from many lands. Even so as the follower 
of Jesus moving through the dull or difficult 
experiences of life halts to discover the se- 
cret treasures they contain, he finds there is 
rare reward in doing’ so—he acquires cour- 
age, patience, love. His earthly trials be- 
come of value beyond all estates, shares, 
gems, gold, or bonds. The desert has yielded 
to him her treasures. If wise he retains 
them in his grasp when again he enters the 
pleasant country and once more participates 
in the lovely things of life. How often 
whilst touring the solitary places we fail to 
realize the years of happiness yet to be! 


Some of us who have traveled widely have 
observed that often the serpents match the 
hues of the rocks or soil of their environ- 
ments. But contrariwise, let us think of 
the gracious things of the desert, the marvel 
of the flowers. In the Karroo of South Af- 
rica there are little plants the color of the 
leaves and bloom of which imitates the stones 


Wi think of the desert as the equiva- 


amid which they grow. Their very shapes 
copy the broken rocks about them. You 
thoughtlessly kick aside a stone and, behold, 
you crush one of the tender plants of God. 
Even so may the tired Christian, whilst 
passing through flinty places, by gesture or 
with voice, do violence to his better moments 
and inadvertently trample on the material 
or spiritual aspirations of others who also 
are endeavoring to live above their solitude, 
their pains, their fears. May we remember 
that we ofttimes hold within our keeping the 
faith and fortitude of others as they, too, 
tread the desert paths. 

Is there enchantment in the desert? Is 
there beauty, fragrance, vision? At some 
seasons of the year their bare, bleak low- 
lands or mountains are bedecked with cap- 
tivating flowers. I know of one vast desola- 
tion in western Australia which claims 
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6,000 different kinds of wildflowers, of which 
8,000 are said to grow in no other land. Is 
it not true that there is One who makes the 
wilderness to rejoice and blossom as the 
rose? Shall we trust him? Is it not true 
that the followers of Jesus may sometimes 
be insulted, or defeated, yet, like their Mas- 
ter who knew the loneliness of the desert, 
feel all the while their unseen nearness to 
their Lord? We obtain long views in the 
desert, we see wonderful things in its rari- 
fied, pure air. From amid the sands and 
thorns we very often gaze across great dis- 
tances to the purple mountains crowned 
with glistening snow. 

O, you who read these lines do not in 
hours of weakness, forget to look away 
from the aridity about you up to the ever- 
lasting hills of God. They will renew your 
strength. The names of those who do so are 
recorded in the Book of Life. God never 
fails finally to lead or guide his faithful 
people out of the desert places into the 
Promised Land. 


From San Juan to Salinas 
BY BRUCE MORTON 


we passed first through many streets 

too narrow for traffic both ways, many 
of the streets in the center of the older 
part of the city being very narrow 80 that 
the street cars run up one street and down 
the other. The street cars are quite similar 
to those operated in the city of Toronto a 
few years ago. Traffic policemen stand at 
every corner to direct traffic. 


It was interesting to see the old Spanish 
buildings. They look white in the distance 
with the setting of such bright green, just 
as if it had been painted and too green to 
be natural. But before we had gone very 
far on our journey we saw different types 
of houses. All the houses are built up off 
the ground. The better class of houses, 
built of brick or cement, have similar foun- 
dations but no cellars whatever. It is a 
rare thing to see a two-story building. I 
am told it is because of the fear of earth- 
quakes. 

The most common house is made of 
American wood placed upon short posts of 
native wood. These houses are, as a rule, 
about three feet from the ground, and the 
chickens, ducks, guinea fowl, pea fowl, pigs, 
and goats have this place for their stable. 
Naturaily the odor arising therefrom is not 
of the best. Some of the poorest houses 
may be higher off the ground so that the 
horses and cows can be stabled under the 
house also. Many of such houses belong 
to the poorest classes. On a framework of 
wood is laid thatch made from the leaves 
of coceanut palms, bananas, or any other 
materia! that will turn the rains. 

The road wound about the moegntains, 
keeping tb the side of the hills. I was told 
that there is no speed limit while traveling 


I’ going from San Juan to Calinas, 


in the country. There is no need to be. If 
a motorist can travel at the rate of from 
forty to sixty miles per hour around curves 
that almost make one think he is going back 
the same way he came, he is not in Porto 
Rico, as the only ones that have tried it 
are dead. With a precipice of rock rising 
above you on one side and a drop of some- 
times hundreds of feet on the other, your 
heart is in your mouth half the time at the 
rate of twenty miles. 


As we traveled from San Juan we noticed 
a change in the crops. Around San Juan 
the crops seemed to be those that need a 
great deal of moisture—sugar cane and 
guinea grass, the common grass fed to 
horses and cows. Then as we climbed up 
into mountains we saw the tobacco plan- 
tations. They appeared as large beds and 
they had only just planted the seed, so we 
did not see the plants, but over the beds 
were stretched netting, from its appear- 
ance something like mosquito netting. The 
drying houses were scattered about every- 
where. Sometimes these were made of 
thatch, but more often of lumber with 
spaces between the boards. In the waste 
places along the river banks and wet places 
where the land could be cultivated one saw 
some sugar cane, and bananas on the 
rougher land. 

As we climbed toward the divide we rose 
higher and higher and when we came to 
some vantage point, the view was beautiful, 
the grassy hills appearing purple as they 
rose to the horizon, while between the hills 
could be seen the white “drying” houses 
for tobacco, the muslin covered beds. Here 
and there the little huts of the people ‘sat 
on the side of a hill, like mushrooms on the 


(Continued on page twenty-twe) 
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At Prayer Time 


As hé was praying—Luke 11:1. 
a 

It is interesting to note that the Gospel 
of Luke deals with the subject of prayer 
more than do any of the other Gospels. 
There is more direct teaching on prayer in 
this Gospel than in any of the other nar- 
ratives. Many have looked to the fourth 
Gospel for the greatest devotional contri- 
bution of these stories of Christ, but really 
a good deal of this interest must be divided 
and given to Luke. 

Besides instruction on prayer, we also 
get in the third Gospel a larger number of 
instances of Christ in prayer. At least 
seven occasions are reported by Luke alone. 
Strange to say, the baptism is one of them. 
It was while Jesus was praying that the 
heavens were opened. 

When Jesus began to realize that the 
prominent leaders of the Church of his day 
were turning against him, realizing, too, 
that he was having a larger following than 
before, Luke tells us that “he withdrew 
himself into the deserts and prayed,” 
(5:16). He did not go stubbornly ahead; 
he did not seek to solidify the numbers 
whom he was reaching; he began no tirade; 
but he withdrew—into the deserts—and 
prayed. 

Before choosing the Twelve, in Luke’s 
story, Jesus prayed. In fact, before that 
morning when the Twelve were selected, “he 
continued all night in prayer to God,” 
(Luke 6:12). It was during a season of 
prayer that Jesus entered into that confi- 
dential conference with his disciples in re- 
gard to what the multitudes thought of him 
and his work; and in this same conference 
the first announcement was made of the 
expected suffering and death which later he 
endured. 

Mark, Matthew, and Luke report the 
transfiguration, but neither Mark nor Mat- 
thew says anything about prayer on that 
occasion; Luke’s story is strikingly differ- 
ent in that regard. And Luke is the only 
one of the synoptists to speak of prayer at 


the cross. 
o 


O living will that shall endure 
When all that seems shall suffer shock, 
Rise in the spiritual rock, 
Flow through our deeds and make them 
pure. 


That we may lift from out the dust 
A voice as unto him that hears, 
A cry above the conquered years 
To one that with us works, and trust 


With faith that conies from self-control, 
The truths that never can be proved 
Until we close with all we loved, 

And all we flow from, soul in soul. 

—Tennyson. 
o 
There are times when the other Gospels 
speak of prayer where the third Gospel is 
silent. The early devotional hour men- 
tioned by Mark (1:35), just before the day 
of departure from Capernaum into Galilee, 


is not mentioned by the others, yet it sug- 
gests a probable custom of Jesus. Matthew 
and Mark both speak of retirement and 
prayer after the feeding of the five thous- 
and; Luke suggests neither. After the 
transfiguration, when Jesus meets the dis- 
tress of an afflicted youth, Mark is the only 
one to tell us that such cases can be healed 
only with prayer. It is strange that Luke 
is silent here. 

Still other occasions could be mentioned. 
Nevertheless the third Gospel stands out 
uniquely as a devotional narrative of 
Christ’s life and teaching. It is in this 
Gospel where the disciples were made to 
hunger for the knowledge of how to pray, 
simply by seeing and feeling the reverence 
and the stirring spiritual impress of Jesus 
in the act of praying. 

That Christ prayed for the disciples is 
brought out in the statement where Jesus 
addresses Peter and tells him outright that 
he had made intercession for him. A 
clearer instance may be found in John 17, 
when Jesus is reported more fully in such 
thought for his disciples, but there is no 













O thou eternal One! Whose presence 
bright 

All space doth occupy, all motions 
guide; 

Unchanged through time’s all-devast- 
ing flight; 

Thou only God! There is no God be- 
side! 

Being of all beings! Mighty One! 

Whom none can comprehend and none 
explore; 

Who fillest existence with thyself 
alone: 

Embracing all, 
ov’er— 

Being whom we call God, and know 

no more! 












supporting, ruling 







Thy chains the unmeasured universe 
surround, 

Upheld by thee, by thee inspired with 
breath! 

Thou the beginning with the end hast 












bound, 

And beautifully mingled life with 
death! 

As sparks fly upward from the fiery 
blaze, 


So suns are born, so worlds spring 
forth from thee, 

And as the spangles in the sunny rays 

Shine round the silver snow, the 
pageantry 

Of heaven’s bright army glitters in 
thy praise, 

Dershavin. 






suggestion of this in the synoptics outside 
of Luke. 

The parables, too, very definitely carry 
out the spiritual interest of Luke’s narra- 
tive. Of the twenty-three reported by this 
writer, only five can be found in the other 
accounts. Among these twenty-three the 
following are particular examples: The 
friend at midnight, the unrighteous judge, 
the Pharisee, and the Publican, the parable 
on watchfulness, Dives, and Lazarus,—and 
who can read the parable of the prodigal 
son without sensing the note of pentitent 
prayer? 

o 

Such, then, is the wide realm of prayer, 
as indicated by Jesus. He assures us that 
there is no department of our being, no 


circumstances of our life, which does not‘ 
lie within its range; that 

“The whole round world is every way 
Bound with gold chains about the feet of 

God,” 

and that on these golden chains, as on a 
harp, the touch of prayer may wake sweet 
music, far-off or near alike. And how 
much we miss through restraining prayer, 
reserving it for special occasions, or for 
the greater crises of life! But if we would 
only loop up with heaven each successive 
hour, if we would only run the thread of 
prayer through the common events and the 
common tasks, we should find the whole 
day and the whole life swinging on a 
higher, calmer level—Prof. Burton, in 
“Luke: Expositors Bible.” 


oO 


Naturally each of the Gospels is a spe- 
cial study for its respective devotional 
emphasis; and each is important if one 
wants to get a reasonably complete idea of 
the place of prayer in the life and ministry 
of Jesus and his disciples. Strange as it 
may seem, there is but one outstanding 
harmony of the synoptics on the prayers of 
Jesus, and that is the prayer in the garden. 
Matthew’s account of what we have named 
“The Lord’s Prayer” is more complete than 
in Luke; and the context is different also. 

Yet as distinct as each of these narra- 
tives may be ir their devotional emphasis, 
it should still be a source of satisfaction 
to be aware that the one narrative that was 
the result of an attempt at accuracy and 
completeness is the one in which the 
greater stress is given to intercession and 


supplication. 
oOo 


Further suggestion for meditation: 


Prayer may be overdone—as su 
by the priest and the Levite in the parable 
of the Good Samaritan; 

It may be underdone—consider the par- 
able of the rich fool; 

It may be wrongly done—as illustrated 
by the Pharisee in the parable of the Phari- 
see and the Publican; 

But it is vitally a part of religion never- 
theless. 

“Pray” is Luke’s contribution to the 
charge to the Twelve; and to the charge of 
watchfulness found in each of the > 
tics, Luke adds the pertinent phrase, “ - 
ing supplication that ye may prevail.” 


os 


We need thee, O God; we need thee more 
fully expressed in our lives and work. We 
forget too often the greater sources of 
power, both those that are without us and 
those that are within us. Help us to know 
how to make our plans in the clarity of 
reverence; guide us as we seek to make 
our judgments issue from our hearts as 
well as from our minds; teach us how to 
balance our effort between the finite and 
the infinite that pervade our life and being. 
Lead us into that fuller life with thee that 
will make our humble service an effective 
witness to thy glory, as it was seen in 
Christ. Amen. 

—ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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Christian Stewardship 


Rev. Warren H. Denison, D. D., Secretary 





E suggest the following list of Steward- 

ship questions for discussion for one or 
more evenings by official boards, adult Bible 
classes, Stewardship secretaries, and indi- 
vidual Christians. They will be of great 
value for a half-day institute or a period at 
conferences and at conventions. What 
church would not be greatly benefited if its 
membership would come together with that 
of a sister church and study the whole mat- 
ter as suggested under capable leadership? 


Stewardship Questions 


For Individuals, Churches, Study Groups, 
Institutes, Conferences, Official Boards. 


1. What is Christian Stewardship? 

2. How important is Christian Steward- 
ship? 

38. What are the accepted Stewardship 
Principles? 

4. Why not put Stewardship in your 
church program? 

5. Why and how teach the children Stew- 
ardship? 


6. Do pastors realize that Stewardship is 
a vital part of the gospel message? 

7. What is the real function of giving? 

8. How develop the grace of giving? 

9. What is the relationship of giving tc 


worship and to the spiritual life? 

10. How prominent is Stewardship in the 
Scriptures? 

11. What is the purpose of tithing? 

12. Does one’s obligation end with paying 
the tithe? 

18. What is proportionate giving? 


14. Is the tithe a practical principle and, 


duty? 

15. What is the scriptural authority for 
tithing? 

16. How may we enroll 10,000 tithers in 
the Christian Church? 

17. How determine what is a tithe of my 
income? 

18. When is a church successfully financed? 

19. How put the spiritual note in Kingdom 
finance? 

20. How prepare a church budget? 

21. Are small salaries and skimpy budgets 

. wise? 

22. Should the use of the budget system 
diminish the educational presentation 
of the benevolent objectives? 

23. Should pastors or committees promise 
that no other than budget appeals will 
be made? 

24. Isa denominational benevolence budget 
desirable? 


25. How organize the Stewardship and Fi- 
nance Department in the church? 

26. Why have Stewardship study groups? 

27. What is the special Stewardship period 
in the denominational church year? 

28. Why close your Stewardship program 
with enrollment of tithers? 
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29. Is the financial part of your church life 
disagreeable? Why? 

30. Why is the Every-member Canvass the 
best method of church finance? 

21. How put on an Every-member Can- 
vass successfully? 

32. How prepare the congregation for the 
Every-member Canvass? 

83. Why is the training of the canvassers 
so important? 

34. Would you keep the canvassing teams 
intact for other service? 

85. What are the advantages of a simul- 
taneous Every-member Canvass for a 
conference? 

86. What are the duties of the financial 

secretary? 

How use Stewardship literature? 

38. What are some best Stewardship 
study books? 

59. How much publicity should be given to 
financial needs and conditions of the 
church? ‘ 

40. How can Kingdom support be lifted out 
of the realm of begging and question- 
able methods? 

41. How soon should new members be so- 
licited for church support? 

42. Should a husband subscribe for the 
family? 

43. What are the duties of an auditor? 

44. Why should we make pledges? 

45. Why use the Duplex Envelope and two 
treasurers? 





Evangelism and Life Service 


Rev. McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





Listen to This Chorus of Voices 
Join Them by Sending in Your Report 
LAD to report that we have received 
eleven members into the Christian 
Church, Medway, N. Y., since our annual 
conference.—W. D. ROCKWELL, Pastor. 





I am glad to be able to report that I have 
just concluded a series of sermons based on 
the book you recommend, “Evangelism of 
Youth.” Now as to results. Since the Con- 
vention at Burlington we have received into 
the membership of the Holland Christian 
Church, forty-five new members. This is a 
little over the ten percent increase for the 
year.—J AMES H. LIGHTBOURNE, Pastor. 





Three members received into the Advance 
Christian Church, Western Indiana Confer- 
ence.—E. C. GEEDING, Pastor. 





Four more members received into the Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, Church.—JoHN S. KEGG, Pas- 
tor. 





I am glad to report that we received 
three members into the Walnut Hills Church, 
Dayton, Ohio, last Sunday.—A. W. Himsy, 
Pastor. 





We received one member into the First 
Christian Church, Toronto, Canada, on No- 
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vember 4, 1923.—CALVIN J. FENTON, Pastor. 





I am glad to report that we received 
thirty-six members into the Columbus, Ohio, 
First Christian Church during August and 
September, 1923.—JoOHN S. KecG, Pastor. 





Wish to report that we received one mem- 
ber into the Versailles, Ohio, Christian 
Church last Sunday.—H. A. SMITH, D. D., 
Pastor. 





Please send me a number of cards for re- 
ports on additions to the church. I did not 
have any left in Greenville, which accounts 
tor the matter of delay in sending in the 
last report of the twenty-five accessions.—A. 
C. Youmans, Pastor. 





Mrs. Emma 8S, Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Just as We Expected 


E guessed at the trouble, and our guess 

proved true, for we received a letter a 
few days ago from the publishers of the 
Yhank-offering pageant, saying that they 
had to reprint; that is why we have been 
held up on the orders for this material. We 
are very sorry for this delay, but it has 
been unavoidable. It has meant, no doubt, 
delay in the time of holding the Thank-offer- 
ing service in some of the churches. But 
let us continue to be thankful, even if our 
service is postponed to a later date. We 
hope to be able to fill all orders within a 
few days, and by the time you read this, per- 
haps your material will have been received 
and your preparations for the service will 
be on the way. We hope for a large Thank- 
offering this year, that our boys at Frank- 
linton and the children in our kindergartens 


may be made happy. 


Roll a Barrel 


AS your barrel rolled down to Franklin- 
ton yet? The one you sent last year does 
not count for this year, you know. We 
have word that one hundred and ten dollars 
was realized from the barrels last month. 
Keep the barrels rolling—to keep up the 
Light. 
“Our Japanese Friends” 
ESIDES the different helps for teaching 
missions to children, which we men- 
tioned two weeks ago, we have “Our Japa- 
nese Friends,” a course of eight programs 
for Juniors. This course is recommended 
by Miss Robison, our superintendent in 
Junior work. The stories and all material 
needed in the course are found in the pam- 
phlet. The price is fifteen cents. 


HE devotional leaflet, written by Mrs. 
Howsare, to be used in the missionary 
program, is indeed a fine production and 
is worthy of use in other meetings as well 
as those where the study books are being 
used. This leaflet can be had for two cents. 
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UR second supply of “Japan Picture 
Stories” has arrived. Have you ordered: 
yours? This is surely a fine set of pictures 
and stories for fifty cents. 
Directions for making a Japanese house, 
a cut-out sheet for children, comes at 
twenty-five cents. Use this, too, in your 
work with children. Then, this most ex- 
cellent course of eight programs, stories, 
and all in the book, “Our Japanese 


Friends,” will be just what you need for 
your junior class in Sunday-school or Chris- 
tian Endeavor. 
cents. 


The price is twenty-five 





Home Missions 


Omer 8. Thomas, Secretary 





Mission to New Americans 


At the last meeting of the Mission Board, 

Rev. Herbert Hainer was authorized to 
go to Haverhill, Mass., and buy a new home 
for our New American Work. Since that 
time Mr. Hainer went to Haverhill and en- 
tered into contract for a fourteen-room 
house just across the street from the pres- 
ent Community House, at a cost of a little 
less than $9,000. There is an excellent 
barn in connection with the property which 
is to be worked over into a gymnasium. 
The house is an excellent property, excep- 
tionally well fitted for the work that we are 
doing for the New Americans. It is to be 
the property of the Home Mission Board 
and will be the means of placing the New 
American Work on a firmer basis. Rev. 
A. C. Youmans is now on the field and will 
be a great addition to the work which has 
been so well started by Miss Kirkendall. 
Miss Kirkendall is still to be the supervisor 
of the work, but will be under the direction 
of the New American Committee as form- 
erly, and it is thought that with the better 
facilities for the work that it will be very 
much enlarged. 

The new building is to be made a home 
mission special for which money will be 
gladly received from any individual, church, 
Sunday-school, or other organization. 
When making a remittance, please say that 
it is for the Haverhill Community House. 


The Christian Educational Work at the 
Roosevelt Indian School 


By ELIZABETH HOWSARE 


HE children who are here in the school 

are all from Presbyterian mission terri- 
tory. I understand there are one hundred 
more to come, but they will also be from 
the Presbyterians. In my Bible school pro- 
gram I have been the only teacher so far 
and have had to divide the children into 
three classes. Miss Grace Beale arrived 
last week, however, and since she is able 
to speak the Navajo language she will be 
a great help and has promised to aid in the 
instruction. 

It is somewhat hard to describe the exact 
course of study used because much is ex- 


periment. At least half cannot understand 
English—and I have been disappointed in 
my interpreter. He does his best, but it 
does not work. Miss Beale came since Sun- 
day, so I do not know how our present 
plans will carry out, but she is willing co 
tell the stories to them in Navajo while I 
talk to those who can understand English. 

Since I could not seem to make any head- 
way with my interpreter, I divide them into 
three groups—those who could understand 
English, the boys who could not, and the 
girls who could not. With the girls and 
boys who could not understand English we 
acted out Bible stories. They thought it 
great fun and were perfectly willing to take 
part. The interpreter told them what they 
were to do. Afterwards they sang songs 
and had prayer. For the older group that 
can understand English, we had a regular 
lesson story, songs, and prayer. One girl 
had been practicing to play the organ, but 
I understand Miss Beale plays, so all will 
be well. 

I hardly know whether talking and play- 
ing with these boys and girls every day, 
teaching them when another teacher is nec- 
essary, acting as barber when needed, swab- 
bing sore throats with iodine, sewing with 
them in the sewing room, and like activi- 
ties, are personal work or visitation or not. 
With the exception of a few, I know them 
all by name; and am as used to being with 
them in the school or playground as in my 
Sunday-school classes. However, this ap- 
plies to the Catholic children as well as my 
own. Some of the Catholic girls insist on 
coming to my Sunday-school and sing as 
lustily as my own. I told Father Augus- 
tine about it, but they still come. They 
have their mass at seven-thirty and then 
come to me at ten. 

The assembly room in being remodeled, 
so we really have no place for games. Sat- 
urday and Sunday evenings we gather 
around four big camp-fires. The one night 
we play games, the other we sing. Last 
Sunday afternoon we took the whole school 
for a walk, climbing a mountain side. It 
was a relief to find that all returned. Al- 
though none have run away in the last ten 
or fourteen days, there has seemed to be a 
tendency for the boys to slip north towards 
home. We all have the impression here 
that these same boys could not be kept at 
home at the former schools they attended, 
for they surely seem to have the habit well 
developed. A short visit to the guardhouse, 
however, is doing much to break up their 
wanderings. Of course we have lots and 
lots of good boys who realize that they are 
here to learn, and they more than make up 
for those who are in the guardhouse. 


Two weeks ago my employees’ Sunday- 
school put on the Sunday evening program. 
We had thought of having it at the regular 
hour, but after the children had begged to 
practice every day, and were so interested, 
I spoke to the superintendent and they sang 
their songs and recited their verses in front 
of the whole school. They really did quite 
well, and it was interesting to see how 
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proud their parents were—especially so, 
since we had visitors from White River 
present. All the children were under ten 
years. 

I have been in correspondence with the 
missionaries at Chin Lee, Keam’s Canon, 
Fort Defiance, and Shiprock. They are all 
very cordial and I hope will drop down to 
visit the Theodore Roosevelt School. For 
the last week the roads have been terrible 
—and it still rains. I am too new to know 
much of the weather signs, but some of the 
older inhabitants fear that the roads will 
be bad for the next few months. That will 
interfere with any visit the missionaries 
may be hoping to make in the near future. 

The superintendent is -heartily in sym- 
pathy with all that is done. The employ- 
ees, too, are interested and come to visit 
the Sunday-school. The Navajo workmen 
are regular attendants. Every day or two 
I visit the different industrial departments 
and find those in charge most congenial. 
They have suggested that we have a song 
service for them, so I have arranged for . 
all that care to come to meet at the chapel 
late Sunday morning after my regular Sun- 
day-school and sing all the old-time songs, 
preferably religious. They all seem anx- 
ious to come. 

The chief problem seems to be how to 
get my Bible stories across; but I hope 
Miss Beale will solve that difficulty. I have 
gained the friendship of the children, which 
is a big step, and they learn the songs and 
verses; but they do not know what they 
mean, that is, the little ones do not even 
understand the words. I am so glad Miss 
Beale is here, for I feel sure that she will 
be able to help soive the difficulty. 

Miss Ella Cuellar, from Haskell, attends 
all the services I hold. She helps with the 
children in seating them, helps them learn 
the new songs. She laughs about attend- 
ing both services, but says she must not be 
a very good Catholic for she likes to come 
to my Sunday-school, too. It does not seem 
strange to have her with me because we 
play with the children so often in the eve- 
nings, and she comes on her own initiative: 





The General Convention 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary 


De TTT Ta 


The Offering to the General Convention 
is to be taken on the Second Sunday in 
January. 

HIS is the first offering to the General 

Convention to be taken, and should be 
an unusually large one. Don’t forget to re- 
member the time. 

The offering to the Department of Chris- 
tian Education, from the churches, is much 
like the offering of other years. The goal 
set by the department should’ be reached. 
Something must be wrong when a whole 
congregation will remit less than a dime 
apiece for the Christian education of the 
children of their church. 

The second Sunday in December—Decem- 
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ber 9—is the time when an offering is to be 
made to the Department of Christian Edu- 
cation, by the Christian Endeavor societies 
of the Church. The Call and Literature 
have been mailed, and we await the re- 
sponse. We have but a few more than two 
hundred societies, fifty of which are in the 
Southern Christian Convention, and. the 
goal is set for Forty Thousand Dollars for 
the Department, as follows: , 


From Christian Endeavor Societies $ 3,000 
From the Sunday-scihools ................ 7,000 
30,000 


From the Churches ..........0...........-...- 
RLAND C. HUFF, the efficient pastor at 
Gravity, Iowa, has been successful in his 

efforts to have his people adopt the budget 

system, and has recently remitted the re- 
sult of the first year in the matter of benevo- 
lences. We join him in the regret that the 
remittance came too late to be entered in 
last year’s accounts. The Comvention books 
are closed on September 30 each year, so 


that next year the church will have two 
credits, instead of one. 


"THE offering from the churches and 
dividuals to the Aged Ministers’ Home is 
disappointing in the extreme, being shame- 
fully below what it should be, both in num- 
bers and the amounts remitted. Mr. Orban, 
when in Dayton, gave his chleck for one 
thousand dollars. Dr. Martyn Summerbell 
sent his check for one hundred dollars, and 
a few other persons and churches remit fifty 
dollars and more, but the larger number of 
‘remittances are shamefully small for such a 
worthy purpose. Think of a whole congre- 
gation; the most of whom rode to church in 
automobiles, giving less than two dollars to- 
ward a shelter and some food for ministers 
of the gospel who had worn themselves out 
in preaching to the people for practically 
nothing in the way of salary. Old men, in- 
telligent old men, deserving old men, who 
gave their all for the Christian Church, 
confidently believing that they would not be 
forgotten nor neglected in their old age, be- 
ing so treated by a generation whose ma- 
terial and moral prosperity largely came 
from their labors, is a withering comment 
on our boasted devotion to Jesus Christ. 
Pastors, you had better ask your people for 
an offering. 
| 
HE American Christian Convention, in 
session at Burlington, N. C., October,‘ 
1922, adopted the following resolution: 


That this Convention appoint an International Re-- 
lief Committee consisting of representatives from our 
five Regional Conventions, to co-operate with the Near 
East Relief organization, and that, as nearly as pos- 
sible, the Near East Relief funds be raised on the 
Sunday before Christmas in the North, and on Jan- 
uary 21 in the Southern Convention. 

That all funds raised for said purpose shall pass 
through the hands of the Convention Secretary. 


The General Board of the General Con- 
vention of the Christian Church, in session 
in Dayton, Ohio, October, 1923, aes the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the churches of the Christian de 
nomination take the Near East offering at Christmas 
us according to the action of the Burlington Con- 
vention, 

That churches taking the offerings shall not be 
called upon by the Near East in community drives, 
nor shall they be considered negligent in refusing to 
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enter into community campaigns for Near East Relief 
if they have taken the offering during the year. 

That departmemt heads insist that the Near East 
offices furnish their programs for community cam- 
paigns within the States where the Christian churches 
are located and instruct their workers to co-operate 
with the Christian Church plans in sending all money 
raised in individual churches through denominational 
channels. , 


It will be to the interest of the Christian 
Church for pastors and people to adhere to 
these resolutions. 


Remittances for October, 1923 


Whole Number of Remittances ................. 351 
I 65.5 65 0d 0: 506.50 ess cmer.eeseubesaes 2 
General Convention .... ............ 
PE DEED Scie cicevicsouwevedss 
PE, BED ccccnccecceccntsecsccs 
Christian Education ........ 
Franklinton College ........ 





Aged Ministers’ Home 


Carversville Orphanage .............. 5.00 
RSME 65-604 bin ins 6 cesses eee 11.81 
EE a 5s 5 5 6.0.3.9.n0 164 8.b0 66 ah 139.08 
Frum Sunday-schools ...........cccccccccscccees 156 
General Convention ... ............. $ 11.42 
Ghristian Education ............e.000. 929.16 
Pe SIT ooo os ciecccciccscce ace 10.00 
Rgred Ministers’ Home ............... 5.00 
Obristian Orphanage, Elon College .... 3.00 
Christian Orphanage, Carversville .... 3.10 
Se EE ith sy nek vo aw ae ees cas 39.50 
From Christian Endeavor Societies ............ 3 


Christian Education ...............5. $ 5.25 


NOVEMBER 29, 1923 


From ConferenGés £5 ..... cccccccsccccccccccece 
General Convention ...........s.ee0% 
Franklinton College . 
Aged Ministers’ Home . 
Regional Conference . 


ie rere 3 
General Convention ............55. 

PIE CHEE n.0o-60.c5.0.05.0 00sec 605.05 vetvassncccs 26 
Gemetel COMVEMIOR ow cccccccccicced 


DED. bc cpdehesudatis covoacnsae = 
Christian Education ...... 
Aged Ministers’ Home 





Franklinton College . -50 
Christian Orphanage, Carversville. .. 1.00 
BEE SEE. vsluaaWoap ncairs capue -50 


SEE | PUREED, Socenstusvbate esterase 
Received for Relief Funds, October, 1923 


NEAR EAST RELIEF 


Lima, S. S. Class Number 4, Ohio ........... $ 5.00 

PIED Th. Ti, SS, sce cecvececescecsuese 20.00 

Seeeviee. GPM, FER dc icc cicsccesiceccscae 3.25 
Personal Gifts 

MU: Sie EE « 9-55 56 b:en ates 50sec ced cestew 5.00 
JAPAN RELIEF 

Liberty Chapel Church, Ohio ................ $ 5.00 


New Liberty Church, Ind. 
ie ee ek ND aw Rad 500 cho didncnwscee 
Newfield Church, | Rr 
Meredith Church, Kansas ..........c0cecce0s 
Otego Church, N. a. cB.Gob OEROEE SSO E KEES EEO 
Pleasant Ridge s. Ohio 
Pleasant Valley Church. Tl. 
Good Hope Church, Kansas 
i i eer 
ee er eer 
Personal Gifts 
Ss Ty We. WOE 00.608 deniccécesscecees 





The Outreach of the Early Church 


& TEH SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 9, 1923 
¥ Acts 8: 4-9, 14-17, 25 


‘K ; BY HERMON ELDREDGE 


Member International Sunday-school 


Christian 


Goldent Text—Ye shall be my witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa- 
maria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth.—Acts 1: 8. 
foe 00-00-2008 9D HO ok On Or Or Oee en Orr Ore Ore ere Ore Peer Or OHHY 

HOME DAILY READINGS 
Monday, December 3—‘In ail Judea 


and samaria.” Acts 8: 1-8. 


Tuesday, December 4—“A Man of Ethi- 
opia.” Acts 8: 26-38. 


Wednesday, December 5—On the Da- 
mascus Koad. Acts 9: 1-9. 


Thursday, December 6—Cornelius, the 
Centurion. Acts 11:5-18. 


Friday, December 7—Home Missions in 
the Early Church. Acts 11: 19-30. 


Saturday, December 8—Foreign Mis- 
sions in the Early Church. 
Acts 13: 1-15. 


Sunday, December 9—Jehovah Supreme 
Over All, Psalm 96: 1-8. 


Oe a a 


MARGARET SLATTERY, the great 
worker among young people, has an ad- 
dress on “The Charm of the Impossible.” 
There is a charm and a challenge in pre- 
senting a seemingly impossible task and tell- 
ing you it can’t be done. 
A man once proved scientifically that a 
ship could never cross the ocean under its 


-own steam as it would take more coal than 


any ship could ever carry to generate 
enough steam for the voyage. And then af- 
ter it was scientifically proven to be impos- 
siple a ship did it and carried a copy of the 
book across which had said it could not be 


-done. 


The United States went to Panama after 
the French had spent millions of money and 
the lives of many men and had said that a 


Lesson Committee Representing the 
Church 


canal could not be built in that combination 
of mountain and marsh and malaria and the 
boys of the U. S. A. built it and then sang 
the “Song of the Panama Builders”: 


Have you got any rivers 

You say are uncrossable? 

Have you got any mountains 

You can’t tunnel through? 

We specialize on the wholly impossible, 
Doing things others can’t do, 


World-vision Men 


John R. Mott, the great Christian states- 
man, was once challenged by a world task 
which was so impossible and so seemingly 
absurd to tackle that when it was presented 
to a company of leading Christian men at a 
conference in Garden City, Long Island, they 
laughed at the idea of even proposing such 
a thing. But Mott didn’t laugh, and after a 
few moments of silence following the gen- 
eral meriment, he said as if there had been 
no laugh: “I like that proposition, men, for 
two reasons. First, it is so impossible that 
it will drive us to God; and second, it is so 
audacious that it will challenge the atten- 
tion of the big men we want to reach.” 

That is the stand of a Christian world 
statesman, and that sort of a stand makes 
Christian world statesmen. 


The Early Church 


If you had stood in Jerusalem, on the 
morning of Pentecost and some one had told 
you that this little band of one hundred and 
twenty Chistians who had lost their leader 
by a cruel death was one day to be a power 
which would make Rome tremble on her 
seven hills and in all her domains, you prob- 
ably would have said, “Impossible!” But 
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God had come into the vision and soul of 
that little company and the impossible with. 
man is possible with God. A pound of cop- 
per is no great thing to handle or to fear, 
but stretch it inte wire and charge it with 
electricity, and then—“Look Out!” 

This little band of one hundred and twen- 
ty were just men of like passions as we are, 
“but they prayed” andthe fire of the Holy 
Spirit charged their lives. And Jerusalem 
and dwellers in Mesopotamia and in Lydia 
about Cyrene and in all the world began to 
sit up and take notice. 

Look out for the man that prays. Brown- 
ing says a line something like this: “I de- 
spised that man until I learned one day that 
he prayed, and then I feared him.” 

Man is a dead load until connected up 
with the Power House of Almighty God, 
and then he begins, from this contact, te 
radiate that power. 


Jerusalem 


And now the church begins to reach out. 
First in Jerusalem. When the twelve have 
become one hundred and twenty and the one 
hundred and twenty add three thousand in a 
day and then “the number of men began to 
be about five thousand” beside women and 
children and “a company of the priests” be- 
come obedient unto the faith and the “Lord 
added daily” new converts to the church. 
“All Judea” 

And those who were once despised now be- 
gin to be feared and persecution sets in. Saul 
of Tarsus and his company, breathing out 
cursings and hate, begin to scatter the 
church and thus, unwittingly, sow the seed 
of a greater church throughout the land 
whither they fly for refuge. 


“And Samaria” 


And even unto despised Samaria went 
Philip the evangelist and his helpers, foi- 
lowed by the apostles. Jesus, through the 
woman of Samaria and her neighbors, had 
prepared that ground for the harvest over 
two years before and now the harvest is 
ripe and ready for reaping. 

“The Uttermost Parts” 


But something has been started which 
will never stop at Jerusalem nor at Samaria, 
but the world must hear of it. Damascus, 
the oldest city in the world, begins to wake 
up as Paul comes knocking at her door in 
the name of the Christ whom he had per- 
secuted. Ancient Antioch with all her splen- 
dor and tainted wealth begins to see and 
wonder at these new folk who come intc 
their midst but follow not their ways, and 
old sin-ridden Antioch begins to call them 
“Christians” or “Christ-men.” 

But the end is not Antioch. Antioch is 
only the beginning, for out from her ports 
there sailed that group with a vision which 
was full of glory and hope for the world. 
“Just a Story” 

Is it only a tale of two thousand years 
ago—years that are dead and gone—or does 
it live today? 


Were those exceptional times and people. 


and conditions? Yes, but so is today an ex- 


ceptional time and an “accepted” time. And 
so has today a peculiar condition and it 
needs a peculiar people. But after all, it is 
not just the kind or caliber of mortal man 
we have so much as his connections. If he 
“can look no way but down” to the things 
of earth, he will only gather the mere mate-- 
rials of an existence. If he will purify his 
life and reach up until he touches the Source: 
of power, he will become a peculiar mem 
for a peculiar time to do a peculiar woosk. 
God forgive us and the church if we write: 
and say such things and do them not. 
The Early Church 
The Later Church 

I have been in two churches during the 
past month which now come to my mind to 
illustrate our lesson. One has a magnificent 
building in the city center and a history of 
a hundred years and unlimited material 
wealth and resources. Its annual budget 
of expenditures is over $100,000 a year but 
there were few in the great building at the 
service. And a leading member told me 
that the church was doing no vital thing to- 
ward extending the Kingdom of God. 
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The other little church on a country hill, 
with a pastor on a small salary (God for- 
give the people who were able to pay him: 
much more generously!), has just sent one: 
of its sons to Africa and has at least four 
more in training for the ministry and mis- 
sionary work. 

The preacher in the big church preached 
delightfully. It was a great treat to hear 
him. The preacher in the little church 
preached powerfully. It was an inspiration 
to hear him. 

The preacher in the big church did all the 
praying. The people in the little church 
were a praying band. 

But it is not size nor lack of it nor wealth 
nor lack of it but “TOUCH with God” 
through a clean life and a willing spirit 
which will make the little church of twelve 
of 120 or 1200 today (or 2,000 years ago) 
tell for God in a world that sadly needs such 
4 spirit and such a service. 

Lord, teach us a lesson from the power 
and outreach of the Early Church. 


Erie, Pennsylvania. 


ty What Makes a Successful Worker? 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR DECEMBER 9, 1923 
Prev. 6: 6-11 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 

One week in advance ask the members of the so- 
ciety to memorize Joshua 1:8 and then have them 
recite it in concert at the meeting. For a poster, 
cut from old magazines, use pictures illustrating the 
following elements which may contribute to, success: 
Industry, Imagination, Honesty, Faithfulness, Health,. 
Religion, Perseverance, or any others you may think 
of and be able to secure. At the top of the poster 
print, “Some Elements That Help to Make a Suc- 
cessful Worker.” Paste the cut-out pictures in what- 
ever order you may think best and print in connec- 
tion with it the word which it illustrates. You might 
ask in advance different members to speak on some 
one of these elements of success. 

Have a debate on the subject: Resolved, That suc- 
cess comes more from opportunities than qualifica- 
tions. 

Have the pastor give a five-minute talk on, “Three 
Characteristics Essential to a Successful Christian 
Worker.” 

Sing ‘“work’’ hymns and “victory” hymns. 

Thonghts on the Theme 

ERSE 6. “Consider her ways.” The 

man, who thinks and considers his work, 
not rushing at it haphazard, but planning 
carefully his work and then working care- 
fully his plans, has a valuable element of 
success. “Go to the ant... . consider her 
ways, and be wise.” The one who is ready 
to learn lessons from the most humble 
things and events of life is fitting himself 
to be a successful worker. 

V. 7. The power to initiate is a much-to- 
be desired possession for success in life 
work. 

The one who works because he loves to 
work and not because he is under an over- 
seer or boss is on the highway to success. 

V. 8 “Provideth her meat in the sum- 
mer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.” 
The doing of our work when it is time to do 


it and not postponing the task until we feel 


more inclined is a characteristic which 
should be in our lives if we are to be suc- 
cessful workers. Jesus warns us of the 
“night that cometh when no man can work.” 

Doing the work of the present in the light 
of the future, even in the light of the great 
eternal future, will be a great help in mak- 
ing successful workers. Jesus tried to lead 
us to understand that truth when he said, 
“Be thou faithful unto death and I will give 
thee a crown of life.” 

V. 9. “How long wilt thou sleep?” Many 
a man and woman go through life without 
ever waking up to the great worth-while 
things of life, and as a consequence their 
lives, that might have been great successes, 
are miserable failures. Some go through 
life day-dreaming and never waken from 
their day-dreams, to strive to make their 
dreams a reality, and so they fail of suc- 
cess. 

Vv. 10. “Yet a little sleep.” Habits of 
procrastination and laziness grow on us 
very rapidly unless we uproot them, and 
these rob us of the great privilege of being 
successful workers. 

V. 11. “So shall thy poverty come as one 
that traveleth, and thy want as an armed 
man.” The fear of poverty and want has 
been a spur to many a man that has goaded 
him to the attainment of success. 


By Way of Illustration 
The father of Success is Work. 
The mother of Success is Ambition. 
The oldest son is Common Sense. 
Some of the other boys are: Persever- 
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ance, Honesty, Thoroughness, 
Enthusiasm, Co-operation. 

The oldest daughter is Character. 

Some of the sisters are: Cheerfulness, 
Loyalty, Courtesy, Care, Economy, Sincer- 
ity, Harmony. 

The baby is Opportunity. 

Get acquainted with “the old man” and 
you will be able to get along pretty well 
with all the rest of the family.—London 
Opinion. 

If when I die, the ones who know me best 
believe that I was a thoughtful, helpful hus- 
band, a loving, wise, and painstaking father, 
a generous, kindly neighbor, and a coura- 
geous patriot and citizen, that will be a far 
greater honor and will prove my life to 
have been more successful than that I. have 
ever been President of the United States.— 
Theodore Roosevelt. ; 

A consciousness of want and shortcoming 
is the condition of success and excellence in 
any sphere. The only hopeless people in 
the world are the self-satisfied people, the 
people who do not think they need anything. 
A sense of want, humility of mind, is the 
very condition of excellence and success.— 
J. D. Jones. 

The way to get on in this world is to feel 
strongly that “one thing is needful;” to 
have one paramount object to which all 
others shall be subordinated, and to which 
the undivided ‘efforts of mind and body 
shall be devoted.—Selected. 


We often think that if we had that man’s 
means or that man’s ability or that man’s 
opportunity, we could do something worth 


Foresight, 
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doing; but, as we are, there is no possibility 
of any great thing. Yet God does not want 
us to fill any other man’s place, or to do 
any other man’s work. God wants us to im- 
prove our own opportunity with the pos- 
sessions and the powers he has given us.— 
M. D. Babcock. 


Success 
(For Reading or Recitation) 


What is success? I know a man 
Who humbly walked, by the world unseen ; 
Afar from the hurrying, bustling van 
He walked with a strange and tranquil mien ; 
And his smile like a blessing shone for al, 
A smile-that seemed as the soul’s caress, 
And care in his presence grew dwarfed and small— 
Was this success? 
He whistled a bit as he journeyed along, 
And pale men paused that whistle to hear, 
And a whisper ran through the world-worn throng: 
‘“‘Now God be praised for the note of cheer!’ 
He died one day, and the world ne’er knew, 
But it missed, nor knew it, his smile’s caress 
As the blossoms miss the kiss of the dew— 
Was this success?—Selected. 


For Discussion 


What is success? 

Is it worth while to seek success for success’ sake? 

If you were given the fairies three wishes, what 
three things would you wish for that you might be 
a successful worker? Why do you choose these? 

What qualities do we need for success in Christian 
work that successful business men possess? 

Name one of the most successful Christian workers 
you know. To what do you attribute his or her 
success ? 

Name some qualities you have observed in success- 
ful Christian workers. 


1023 Garfield Ave., 
Springfield, Ohio. 


A Little Mother 


A Story 
BY FLORENCE GILMORE 


was very tired. All mvrning I had 

seen only a level, thinly wooded coun- 
try, never beautiful or picturesque. The 
magazine with which I had armed myself, 
fondly imagining that it would be a pro- 
tection against the tedium of a six-hour 
trip, had proved dull to a degree that de- 
fies expression. There was no one to talk 
to, for the only other passengers were a 
fat woman, who slept most of the time, 
and who, when she was awake, read a novel 
and lanquidly munched peanuts, and four 
traveling salesmen, who harped on boots 
and shoes and notions until I became so 
weary listening to them that I firmly re- 
solved that, come what might, I would never 
again use any of the things they sold. 

At one o’clock, having finished my 
luncheon, I sank back in my seat and looked 
out of the window, thinking irritably how I 
must be bored for another hour. The train 
was then standing at a country station ex- 
actly like thirty or forty others we had 
passed during the morning. What looked 
to be the same stiff-legged station master 
was hurrying back and forth; the same 
shabbily dressed men loafed about; the 
same small boys ran hither and thither in 
every one’s way; the same young girls 
giggled, and nudged one another, and gig- 
gled again. 

Turning from my window with a long- 


{ HAD been on the train for hours and 


drawn sigh, I saw that a little girl had 
got on the train and was taking the seat 
across the aisle. What impressed me most 
in that first glance was her quaint prim- 
ness. Her hair hung down her back m 
the neatest of long braids, and was fas- 
tened with the neatest of small black bows. 
Her stiffly starched gingham dress was 
spotless and her gloves looked like new. 
She had a sweet, round, rosy little face, 
but it was graver than any other child’s I 
have ever seen. Watching her, I wondered 


if she ever played, if she ever broke her . 


toys and tore her clothes and forgot to do 
things she had been told but a moment be- 
fore, like many, many, dear, naughty little 
girls I know. 

Interested by the quaintness of the child, 
I reopened my magazine and watched her 
from behind it. As soon as she was seated, 
she carefully arranged her belongings on 
the seat facing her—a satchel, 2 box, and 
a large apple. She took off her hat, and 
spying a newspaper which I had thrown 
aside, asked me for it. “Perhaps the dust 
would spoil the flowers,” she said. “I don’t 
like to run the risk.” 

I asked her a few questions then. She 
was not shy, and was evidently inclined to 
be friendly, for as soon as she had disposed 
of her belongings to her satisfaction, she 
crossed the aisle and sat beside me. 

“I want to keep my hat as nice as new, 








NOVEMBER 29, 1923 


because mamma trimmed it herself. Papa 
and I think it is the beautifulest hat we 
have ever seen. We are very proud of it. 
You see, mamma is sick all the time. She 
can’t even sew, except once in a great while. 
She has awful pains, and she is weak, and 
can hardly ever get out of bed, so papa and 
I are very good to her and take care of her 
all we can. She says we spoil her, but she's 
only joking, don’t you think so? It’s only 
children that get spoiled, isn’t it?” 

I said that I believed so; and after a 
moment, to break the silence that followed, 
I asked her if she had any brothers and 
sisters. I felt certain that she had not. 
She would have been less staid had she been 
accustomed to the companionship of other 
children. 

“J had three brothers,” she answered, 
“but they all died before I was born, and 
two little sisters—twins; and they died 
when they were just one hour old.” She 
looked puzzled after she had said this, and 
an instant later she corrected herself: 

“The twins really weren’t old at all; they 
were just—just one hour young.” And hav- 
ing settled this point to her satisfaction, she 
looked into my face and added seriously: “I 
have often thought about it. I believe that 
when my brothers and sisters came they 
did not like it here, so God didn’t make them 
stay, but took them straight to heaven.” 

“And you liked it, and did stay,” 1 safd, 
drawing my conclusion from her premises. 

“I? Oh, I like it pretty weil. Some- 
times things are inconvenient, and they’re 
often uncomfortable, but it isn’t bad if you 
have people to be good ¢».” 

She lapsed into silence after this, and 
resting her chin on her hand stared 
thoughtfully through the window. Eager 
to hear more of her strange little thoughts, 
I racked my brain for something to say, 
and at last, nothing startling or original 
suggesting itself, I asked, “Have you been 
long away from home?” 

“For four weeks. Mamma got so ill she 
had to be taken to a hospital, and then 
papa sent me to stay at grandma’s.” 

“And of course she has been spoiling you 
—after the manner of grandmothers?” I 
said smiling. 

The child looked doubtful, and made no 
direct answer. After a time she explained 
in her quaint, decided way: 

“Mothers and grandmothers are different. 
Grandmothers give little girls cookies and 
they don’t tell them to go to bed at half- 
past seven; but they haven’t such good 
ways of tucking people in bed, and their 
kisses aren’t the same. 

“I didn’t know until yesterday that 1 
was going home today,” she went on after 
a scarcely perceptible pause. “I had a hard 
time to get presents for mamma. I had 
made two daisy chains—they were ready— 
and all day yesterday I was trying to think 
of some other things that would be nice 
and couldn’t make her tired. Papa and I 
(Continued on page 2t) 
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The Children 


The Gobbled Goblin 


I made the fiercest goblin 

From a pumpkin round and yellow; 
He almost made me shiver, 

He was such a frightful fellow. 


I set him on the gatepost 

While inside the house I ran, 
At dusk, to light a candle 

For my grinning goblin-man. 


When I came out I shouted— 
I was pretty mad, I vow; 
She was gobbling up my goblin— 
Our old brindle bossy-cow! 
—The Christian Register. 


Princess Silver Fur 
JHEN I was a little girl we had a beau- 
tiful silver Persian cat. Her fur was 
so long and soft and thick that she looked 
like a big, fluffy ball. Her name was Prin- 
cess Silver Fur, but we called her Princess, 
and she seemed just like one. 

She always wanted to get to the top of 
everything, and would climb to the curtain 
pole or sit on the top of any door that 
chanced to be open. 

One day she went into a bedroom and 
gracefully walked up the handles of the 
bureau drawers. She stepped so daintily 
among the combs and brushes, perfume bot- 
tles and cold cream jars that she did not 
disturb even a hairpin. 

And then she caught sight of the pussy 
in the mirror! She had never seen herself 
in a glass, and thought it was a strange cat. 

Oh, how angry she was! She snarled 
and spit, ruffled up her fur and struck out 
with her paws to slap and scratch. Of 
course the pussy in the mirror did just 
the same, and after a minute or two of 
fighting, Princess Silver Fur saw there was 
something strange and stood still to won- 
der about it all. 

She waved her beautiful, feathery tail 
and turned her head from side to side. 
Presently she seemed to think that the cat 
she saw was very pretty indeed, and that 
she liked her very much; so she began to 
purr and tried to snuggle their two heads 
together. Of course she only touched the 
hard, cold glass. 

She stood back a little and wondered how 
she could make friends. Then she very 
slowly walked as close up to the mirror as 
she could get, doubled her four naws under 
her, and lay down, purring just one big 
purr. Every now and then she opened one 
eye to see if the other cat were right there 
beside her and, always finding that she was, 
at last went comfortably to sleep.—Florence 
Brooks. 

The One-Talent Girl 


WISH I had a million dollars, sighed 

Marian. 

Her father glanced from his paper to the 
sweet, flushed face. He laid down his paper. 
“What would you do if you had a million 
dollars?” he asked. 

“I’ve been reading about philanthropists 


and the good they do. I would build an 
orphans’ home and educate poor children,” 
she answered. 

“Marian, have you ever read the parable 
of the ten talents?” 

“Why, yes, father.” 

“Who did the most good?” 

“The one with the most talents, of course. 
He had something to do with,” answered 
Marian. 

“What did the man with one talent do?” 

“Hid: 3:” 

“That is true today. The men with money 
are doing much good, and the men with 
one talent look on, envy, and let their own 
talent rust,” her father earnestly said. 

Marian was sixteen and an, earnest, 


thoughtful girl. “You mean—” she began 
and thén hesitated. 
“Just what I said, Marian. You are 


wishing for a million dollars. If you had 
it, you would educate the poor. Last night 
Mrs. Brewster brought your mother’s dress 
home. You were in the parlor at the 
piano. Little Mamie ran to the door and 
eagerly drank in every note. The mother 
sighed and wished she could afford to give 
the child lessons. You have been studying 
music under good teachers for six years. 
Are you hiding your talent, Marian?” 

“I have been, papa, but I am going to dig 
it up this very day,” she answered. She 
patted him tenderly on the head and left 
the room. 

Mrs. Brewster was at the sewing ma- 
chine, and Mamie sat before a table. She 
had an open book before her and was mov- 
ing her hands as if at a piano. There was 
a low knock at the door, and Mrs. Brewster 
looked around. “Come in, Miss Marian. 
Mamie, give Miss Marian that chair. She 
has been playing that table is a piano ever 
since she heard you play last night.” 

“Does she love music?” 

“Oh, yes. She can play a little by ear 
and doesn’t know anything about music,” 
the mother answered. And then Marian 
heard a little sigh. 

“Will you let me give her lessons?” asked 
Marian. 

“I'd like to, Miss Marian, but I can’t 
spare the money.” 

“Oh, I don’t mean that way. I want to 
give her lessons without any money,” cried 
Marian. “I’ve studied music for six years, 
and I think I can teach her.” 

Tears came to the widow’s eyes. “You 
don’t know what that means to us, Miss 
Marian. I want Mamie to have every ad- 
vantage, and God will bless you. I can’t 
thank you enough. Mamie, do you hear? 
Miss Marian is going to give you lessons.” 

Marian slipped out as quickly as possible. 
Thanks always embarrassed her. There 
were to be sacrifices, she soon found. She 
must miss walks with her girl friends. 
Sometimes she didn’t feel well; but she per- 
severed, and little Mamie learned fast. 


Marian’s girl friends were surprised when 
she began teaching Mamie. They knew her 
father’s income did not require her aid. 

Finally Stella Lawton, Marian’s closest 
girl friend, found out the secret from the 
little dressmaker. She told the other girls. 
“And Marian never said a word about its 
being free.” 

When they spoke to Marian about it, 
she quietly told of the talk she had had with 
her father. 

“T’ve been wondering what I could do. I 
don’t even know what my one talent is,” 
sighed Stella. 

“There is your elocution training, Stella. 
Granny Wilson will be so glad if you would 
read to her. Your articulation is so clear 
that she could understand you well. You 
see, since father opened my eyes I have 
seen opportunities I didn’t see before,” 
Marian answered. 

“What can I do?” questioned Bessie Mor- 
ris. 

Marian thought for a minute. “When I 
had pneumonia last winter, mother said she 
would feel safe when she left you with me. 
You could help nurse the little child at Mrs. 
Baker’s.” 

Bessie’s clear laugh rang out. “I’ve been 
thinking, too. I sat up there last night,” 
she answered. 

Mamie’s father came in the gate and 
straight across the lawn to the girls. “What 
are you magpies chattering about?” he 
asked. 

They told him. 

“T haven’t decided yet, Mr. Barr. What 
can I do?” asked Grace Russell. 

“If I had your voice, I could find what to 
do. The children at the Orphans’ Home 
need just such a voice to lead and train 
them.” 

“T’li do it,” said Grace—Exchange. 


How Many Things? 

EEMS to me I’m always doing things 

for mother,” grumbled Jack, when she 
asked him to water the plants. “I’ve done 
lots of things this morning.” 

“How many?” asked Aunt Amy. 

“Oh, I went on an errand, and I fed the 
chickens! There’s always so much to do on 
Saturdays. And now those plants!” 

“How many things has mother done for 
you today? Suppose you make a list.” 

“T will,” said Jack. He brought it later, 
saying, “I really didn’t think it would count 
up so, Aunt Amy.” 

The list read like this: 

Found my collar. 

Sewed on a button. 

Got me a shoestring. 

Wrote a note to ask if Tom could come 
over. 

Got a sliver out of my finger. 

Got a knot out of my kite string. 

Found my fishing tackle. 

Made me some paste. 

Showed me about an example. 

Fixed my hatband. 

Found some nails for my shelf and 
helped to fix it. 

“I lost count there,” said Jack.—Selected, 
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Communications 


Long Pastorates 


As you wish to know of long pastorates 
of the Christian Church, I will send you a 
few from the Southern Ohio Christian Con- 
ference. Father Matthew Gardner preached 
for the Bethlehem Church forty-five years 
and never missed but two appointments dur- 
ing all of those years. He received about 
fifteen hundred members into the church. 
Four other churches have been organized 
of its members, and when he resigned he left 
with a membership of four hundred. In ad- 
dition to all of his preaching and’ pastoral 
work he traveled and preached in the Deer 
Creek Conference, at Williamsport, one hun- 
dred miles from his home, also at James- 
town, Green County, seventy miles away. 
He was pastor of Union Church twenty- 
eight years. I have in my possession one 
of the hymn books which he published— 
-—_ edition, 1820; second, 1824; fourth, 
1829. 

Rev. William Pangburn followed Father 
Gardner at Bethlehem in a pastorate of 
twenty-three years. He also preached at 
Five Mile, Brown County, for sixteen years. 

The next, Uncle George Mefford, one of 
our powerful preachers, lived in a one-room 
cabin. I have known him to get up at the 
midnight hour, visit the sick, pray with 
them, and have been with him when he en- 
tered the Negroes’ cabin, preached to them, 
took them into the church and baptized 
them. I have known him in the busy season 
of the year to start Saturday morning, walk 
twenty-five miles, preach Saturday evening, 
Sunday morning and evening, walk back 
home, sit down to a bowl of bread and milk, 
and thank God for that much. And this he 
continued to do for twenty-five years. 

Rev. J. P. Daugherty, that grand man of 
God, preached thirty years at Pisgah. 

Davip M. WAITE. 

Westboro, Ohio. 


LWe chance to know that Rev. S. S. Newhouse, of 
this same conference, preached at Mount Pleasant for 
eighteen years and at Feesburg seventeen.—THE 
Epirtor.] 


II 


After seeing your request in The Herald 
for information as to long pastorates, I have 
gleaned the following facts after a search 
through the History of Eel River Confer- 
ence. The record is as follows: 

Rev. J. J. Markley, Murray Church, thir- 
ty-one years; Liberty Union Church, ten. 

Rev. James Atchison, Six Mile Church, 
26; Booneville Church, 20. 

Rev. Peter Winebrenner, Merrian Church, 
20; Waterford Church, 10. 

Rev. Jacob Rittenhouse, Pleasant Hill 
Church, 18; Spring Hill Church, 10. 

Rev. David Hidy, Servia Church, 18; Un- 
ion Church, 11; Sparta Church, 10. 

Rev. George Abbott, Millwood Church, 
12; Pleasant Grove Church, 10. 

Rev. Thomas Whitman, Union Church, 10; 
Sparta Church, 9. 

Rev. John R. Kobb, Olivet Church, 18. 

In addition to these long pastorates, many 
of the men returned to these churches for a 
second pastorate. No such records are be- 
ing made in these days by our younger men. 

C. C. TARR. 

Bluffton, Indiana. 


Why Be Troubled About It? 


I am writing with the hope that I may be 
of some comfort to many of your readers 
on a subject that seems to be of much con- 
cern to many. It is concerning the Modern- 
ist and Fundamentalist positions on the Holy 
Scriptures. I am guessing that fully one- 





half each in this section of the Christian 
Church, with other denominations, hold to 
the one or the other teachings, or at least 
lean toward one or the other viewpoints. I 
am asking, “Why be troubled about it?” 

According to the teachings of the Chris- 
tian Church, I cannot see why each individ- 
ual cannot be allowed to interpret the Scrip- 
tures as best suits him amid the many teach- 
ers. Of course it would not be right to re- 
ject any part of God’s Word. 

I understand that “Individual Interpre- 
tation of the Scriptures is the right and 
duty of all” for Christian Unity. Our fore- 
fathers stood for that. Do the teachings of 
the Christian Church give us that privilege? 
Yes. The above God-given right is true 
Protestantism. Any variation from that 
standpoint is a starter back from whence 
we came. That alone angered the Pope of 
Rome agajnst Martin Luther. 

I will not be forced to assent to any doc- 
trine different from my own peculiar ideas 


of that Grand Old Book. Neither have I 


any desire to thrust my own upon some 
other Christly life, who may have the same 
reasons to differ honestly with me. 

I have but little interest in the doctrines 
of men. If they claim to get their teach- 
ings from the Word of God, let me go to the 
same source for help. The Sunday School 
Times and The Christian Work each have 
their different interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures, and each have men who differ in doc- 
trine with one another; but all have their 
work to do, and we hope will do it regard- 
less of what anyone may say of their teach- 
ings. . 

Unity will never be brought about by 
quibbling about certain “ists” and “isms” on 
bible teaching. Each party seems to be 
afraid one may get ahead of the other. 
Unity is spiritual. The Church of the Liv- 
ing God has a Spiritual Head. The body is 
spiritual, hence real union must be spiritual. 

Amid them all, there is but one class of 
people who will stand the test, no difference 
with what “ists” they may be classified by 
men, viz.: It is those whose hearts are clean 
and who live close to Jesus Christ and are 
willing to do his holy will as it comes to 
them from God’s Holy Book. 

Let us all together, unitedly and prayer- 
fully, enter into the whole task of taking the 
gospel message to the whole world without 
quibbling over those things we have no pow- 
er to alter. I am sure the Christian Church 
has her part to play. If not, she will suffer 
loss. I fear she, with many others, has al- 


ready. I. M. Hort. 
Tuscola, Ill. 


In a New Oil Town 


We were in Eldorado, Arkansas, last 
week, in the new oil field and saw: for our- 
selves the rapid growing of small towns 
into cities, with their demands for church 
organizations and church houses. Those 
on the ground are taking advantage of the 
situation. The Missionary Baptists have 
recently built a splendid new building, like 
wise the Methodist Episcopal people; and 
yet these houses will not nearly hold the 
people in a city which has grown in a very 
few months from a little country town to 
a city of probably ten thousand people. 
This is the great central oil field of the 
Middle West, and people are flocking there 
by the thousands. The same may be said 
of Smackover, Louann, and others. I 
thought of the words of the Master as he 
expressed himself when looking at the 
multitudes, “As sheep without a shepherd.” 
Here the masses congregate, and here are 
needs of religious teaching. 
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From one point we saw what was said 
to be more than two thousand derricks, 
each over an oil well. All the major oil 
companies are represented here, and in a 
very short time, there will be literally 
thousands of people without religious 
privileges. These are not ignorant people; 
but they are made up of college graduates, 
graduates of good high schools, bankers, 
sons of ministers, and people of high 
ability. During the two days and nights 
we spent among these people, from “Rough- 
necks” to “Brokers,” we heard as little pro- 
fanity as we ever hear from the people of 
our own streets in the home towns. -There 
is crying need everywhere we have been 
for home missionary work. 

E. E. BENNETT. 

Cynthiana, Indiana. 





Rev. Victoria Lynn Mullholland 


Rev. Victoria Lynn Milholland, wife of 
Rev. S. M. Milholland, and the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Lynn, of Orient, Iowa, 
passed away at her home at Almena, Kan- 
sas, early Sabbath morning, October 28, 
1923. 

Victoria Lynn, as she was known to the 
public, was a reader and interpreter of 
thought in the first rank. I think I would 
be safe in saying that she never gave a 
reading in any place that the people did 
not desire her to return. te 

She was unselfish in her services, giving 
freely of her time and talent in the social 
circle, or any place where she felt she 
might put a little sunshine in life or lift 
a burden with a humorous reading. On 
the other hand, if she saw a chance to help 
settle some life to sober thought and worth- 
while living, she had a reading that was 
given with telling effect. Her readings at 
conference times were greatly appreciated, 
and thy were always helpful. 

Beginning with 1894, she gave our col- 
lege, then located at Legrand, Iowa, four 
years of her life as an instructor in expres- 
sion and in other studies. I said, “She 
gave,” and this is to be taken almost 
literally for her salary was very small. 
But she put her life right into the work 
and proved a blessing to the college and to 
many lives. 

She was a charter member of the Red- 
path Lyceum Bureau. She had enter- 
tained in every State in the Union and in 
European countries gs well. 

The secret of this life of power and in- 
fluence lies in the decision that she made 
for Christ and the Church when she was 
a girl twelve years old; for at that time 
she publically confessed her Lord and 
united with the Hill of Zion Christian 
Church, during the pastorate of Rev. A. H. 
Chase. The same year she was buried with 
her Lord in Christian baptism. Sister 
Milholland was regularly ordained to the 
gospel ministry in 1921. Her deepest joy 
was found in leading people to accept 
Christ. 

At the time of her death she was super- 
intendent of the Christian Sunday-school 
of her church and she spent the closing 
hours of her life in prayer for her Sunday- 
school and for others. She prayed for the 
Church in general; and near the end of her 
earthly experience she lifted her voice in 
earnest prayer and said, “O God, give the 
Church a wider vision of service.” 

Rev. Rue Burnell, assisted by the writer 
conducted the funeral service. Brother 
Burnell gave a very helpful message from 
the words, “Occupy till I come.” Interment 
was made in the old home cemetery at Hill 
of Zion, November 1. ss 

D. M. HELFENSTEIN. 
Ferguson, Iowa. 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CONFERENCE 


Assonet, November 16—The First Chris- 
tian Church held a business meeting on 
Wednesday evening, November 7. It was 
voted to continue the arrangement of con- 
ducting services, retain Rev. C. F. Gifford 
as pastor, and raise his salary one hundred 
dollars. Much interest is being aroused in 
the community because of a series of special 
sermons our pastor is preaching every Sun- 
day evening. Thus far the themes have 
been: “Who’s Who im Assonet,” “What 
Sort of a Girl Makes a Good Wife?” “What 
Kind of a Man Makes a Good Husband?” 


Smith Mills—On Sunday, November 11, 
eleven new members were received into this 
church, some by letter, others on confession 
of faith. Recently the church voted to buy 
one hundred copies of “Hymns for the Liv- 
ing Age” and one hundred copies of “Se- 
lected Sunday-school Songs” to be used in 
the Church School. Early in October a 
Ladies’ Aid society was organized, and al- 
ready evidences of their activities are being 
seen. The annual Christmas sale, given un- 
der the auspices of the Christian Endeavor 
society, was held November 21-22, and was 
very successful.—C. N. D. P. 


Fall River—Rev. H. Russell Clem, of 
Greensboro, N. C., has accepted the call to 
the pastorate of the First Christian Church, 
and will assume his duties about January 
1, 1924. 


Hixville—The first of the group meetings 
arranged by our department secretaries, was 
held on Saturday afternoon, November 17, 
at the Christian Church, Hixville, and was 
very successful, the attendance being quite 
large. We had the pleasure of having as 
the principal speaker, Mr. E. Yamada, a 
student at Yale Divinity School, who spoke 
twice and sang in the Japanese language. 
Mr. Yamada was converted under the 
preaching of the jate Dr. E. K. McCord, at 
Sendai, and came to this country to fit him- 
self as a religious instructor among his own 
people. The other parts of the program 
were taken by the young people from sev- 
eral of the churches. The next group meet- 
ing will be at Rice City, R. I., when Rev. 
L. C. Fetcher, of Yale, will be the principal 
speaker. 


MASSACHUSETTS FEDERATION OF CHURCHES 


The annual meeting of the Massachusetts 
Federation of Churches, which was held at 
Waltham, Mass., November 13, was one of 
the most interesting and profitable of ses- 
sions. One should attend to realize even in 
part the extensive work that the Federation 
is accomplishing. With its strong and effi- 
cient committees on Evangelism, on Federa- 
tion of Churches, on Local Co-operation, on 
Industrial Relations, on International Rela- 
tions, on Law Enforcement and Legislation, 
on Moral Welfare, on Rural Life, on Re- 
ligious Education, the Federation has a far- 
reaching and vital influence upon the reli- 
gious life of the State. Its financial budget 
amounts to nearly $7,000 yearly, and with 
its removal to the new offices, better are 
being expected. The afternoon session was 
given over to business and reports. Dr. 
Root, the executive secretary, had very 
wisely mapped out the program so that an 
almost incredible amount of business was 
carefully handled in this section. The rec- 
ommendation from the different committees 
revealed the extensive program which the 
Federation had assigned itself to undertake. 


In the absence, through illness, of the 
president, the meeting was presided over 
by Rev. Mr. Swain, of the African Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, in a very creditable 
and pleasing manner. 

At the banquet hour the addresses on 
“What Local Co-operation Is Accomplish- 
ing” were illuminating and helpful. 

In the evening the delegates had the 
pleasure of listening to Rev. Edwin H. By- 
ington on “The Importance of Church At- 
tendance.” Very clearly and forcibly did 
he present the sacredness and moral value 
of church attendance and the necessity of 
educating the people of thinking rightly 
upon the matter of church worship. 

The intensely interesting address of Mr. 
J. Henry Scattered, of Philadelphia, was 
one that every American should have heard. 
“Europe’s Deadlock and America’s Duty” 
was the subject, and for three-quarters of 
an hour he held the rapt attention of the 
large audience amid frequent bursts of ap- 
plause. 

The singing of the men’s chorus from the 
Beth Eden Baptist Church was greatly en- 
joyed and it further suggested to us the 
thought that there are men who are get- 
ting into line in this Kingdom work. The 


AAT 
The Candle’s End 


AN aged life oft seems a flickering light 
Which now does shadows cast, now 

lurid flare. 

I pray God snuff my candle gleaming fair: 

May it not burn into the socket quite, 

Or sputter smokily in the drafty night; 

And may it not burn on, though brightly, 
where 

My loved ones have found lamps so rich, so 
rare 

I am no longer needful for their sight. 


But who can judge of need save One 
Who planned the lights and uses to the end! 
Still guide am I to some one, stranger, 
friend; 
Soon he may sense my light grown strange- 
ly wan, 
Eastward rejoicing all his gaze may bend; 
Enough—my pallor points him to the dawn. 
—Gertrude Mills Gordon, 
in Christian Century. 


MILAM 


writer, as conference delegate, and Rev. E. 
J. Bodman, as substitute delegate for Mr. 
Harry Adams, were present at all the 
sessions.—F. H. GARDNER. 

E. J. BODMAN, Field Secretary. 


ROCKINGHAM CONFERENCE 

Amesbury, Mass., November 8—A com- 
pany of ladies gathered at the Christian 
parsonage yesterday afternoon, to organ- 
ize a missionary society connected with the 
church, under the leadership of Mrs. A. H. 
Fielder, wife of the pastor. The meeting 
was opened with singing of a hymn after 
which Mrs. Fielder read the Scripture 
lesson followed by prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Fielder. Mrs. John F. Brown was heard 
in a vocal solo, “Just for Today.” Mrs. 
Fielder was made temporary chairman. 
She explained the purpose for which the 
women had gathered and spoke briefly on 
missionary work following this with the 


reading of the constitution as prepared by 
the Woman’s Missionary board. After ex- 
plaining the duties of the several officers 
the election was held as follows: President, 
Mrs. A. H. Fielder; Vice- President, Mrs. 
John J. Golden; Recording Secretary, Mrs. 
Percival L. Andrews; Corresponding Secre- 
tary and Treasurer, Miss M. A. Litchfield; 
Superintendent of Literature, Mrs. Harry 
Fernald; Superintendent of Young People’s 
Work, Mrs. John F. Brown; Superintend- 
ent of Cradle Roll, Mrs. J. F. Kimball. It 
was decided to hold a Thank-offering meet- 
ing Sunday evening, November 25. The 
program of the society was left to the 
executive board. Mrs. Charles Tanner and 
Mrs. Percival Andrews were named as 
hostesses for the December meeting. It 
was decided to take for the motto of the 
society, “Others,” and this brought a vocal 
solo entitled “Others” by Mrs. Brown. Re- 
freshments were served. A missionary so- 
ciety was organized in 1884 with twenty 
members, but for various reasons it grad- 
ually diminished in numbers. Six of the 
charter members are now living. Three of 
them were present at the meeting of No- 
vember 8. Miss Alice True was one of the 
charter members, but being out of town was 
unable to attend the meeting. 


Mirror Lake, N. H.—There are no 
preaching services being held in this 
church at the present time. In fact, the 
only activity and interest seems to be a 
class of children which meets every Sunday 
to study the Sunday-school lesson. Miss 
Ethel Bennett is the teacher. 


Manchester, N. H.—A very interesting 
and helpful meeting of the missionary so- 
ciety was held Thursday, November 15, at 
the parsonage. The members are taking 
for a study book, “The Woman and the 
Leaven of Japan.” The room was decorated 
for the occasion with Japanese fans and 
sunshades and souvenirs. Japanese tea was 
served by two young ladies in Japanese 


costume. There were several guests 
present. f 
PERCY WARREN CASWELL, Field Secretary. 


ILLINOIS 


Newton, November 17—Mrs. J. B. Nash, 
evangelist, of St. Louis, Mo., will assist in 
our revival services at Hidalgo, which 
services are to begin January 15, 1924. 
Our pastoral work, both at Hidalgo and 
Newton, is moving along in a steady man- 
ner, and we hope permanent good is being 
accomplished in the Master’s cause. Just 
recently the Hidalgo house of worship has 
been extensively repaired and remodeled.— 
R. J. Eis, Pastor. 


Carters Temple, November 14—We began 
a revival with the good people of this place 
October 22, and just closed a three weeks’ 
meeting. There were thirteen souls that 
came to the altar of prayer and prayed 
through. There were four additions to the 
church and more to follow. The second 
Sunday of the meeting we held the com- 
munion service and God blessed the service. 
We had with us during this meeting sev- 
eral ministers from other denominations 
that took an active part in the services. We 
preached one Sunday p. m. at Akin, IIL, 
and plans were made to hold a revival 
there soon. The revival closed with a spirit 
of good feeling. We are looking for God to 
do still greater things for us at Carters 
Temple. We begin Monday evening with 
the Methodist people at Howells apel, 
near Sesser, Ill., and are expecting God 
greatly to bless in this meeting —FLORENCE 
SCARBER. 


Eldorado, November 16—Rev. Ed Borah, 
the pastor, a series of meetings with 
the Poplar urch October 29. e was 














1148 (20) 





assisted by Rev. E. E. Bennett, D. D., of 
Cynthiana, Indiana. Dr. Bennett gave 
twelve inspiring, spiritual, and convincing 
messages, and as he spoke of Paul, Esther, 
Gideon, or the good Samaritan the audience 
was held spellbound—at one moment 
prompted to laughter and at the next moved 
to tears. His Bible talks at the day serv- 
ices were uplifting and instructive. Dr. 
Bennett and-Brother Borah visited quite a 
number of homes during the revival. Dr. 
Bennett left for his home last Saturday. 
Brother Borah closed the services on Sun- 
day evening following. Upon _ invitation, 
Brother Borah preached at Shiloh on Sun- 
day afternoon to good acceptance. The 
Presbyterians of this city assisted in the 
meeting, the pastor having been present on 
two evenings and the orchestra of that 
church rendered the music at one service. 
The song services were conducted by 
Merom Hausser who has had much train- 
ing in vocal music. The visible results of 
these special services were five additions 
to the church and the church strengthened 
and encouraged.—A. W. HAUSSER. 


Tuscola, November 21—Had a great day 
last Sunday at Tuscola. Good attendance 
at our services. A Thank-offering program 
was put on at the evening service. A 
splendid offering followed the program. 
The writer visited Merom and U. C. College 
on Tuesday. They have a splendid student 
body this year and the faculty is equal to 
those of most universities, and their char- 
acter and habits are Christlike. If our de- 
nomination could realize their worth to us, 
it could not refrain from sending its boys 
and girls to Merom. It is a certainty that 
the College will continue and the outlook is 
fine. The revival at Oak Grove is starting 
in nicely with large crowds and _ fine 
weather. Pleasant View people are plan- 
ning for a fine home-coming for Thanks- 
giving. Bro. J. M. Plunkett is somewhat 
indisposed with the infirmities of age—a 
reminder to me that life is short. ’Tis true 
“we are going down the valley.”—I. W. 
HOEL. 


INDIANA 


Greentown, November 20—Sunday, No- 
vember 18, was a great day with the 
Crooked Creek Church. Our revival closed 
with a total of twenty-seven converts. 
twenty of whom came into the church as 
new members. Fourteen will be baptized. 
The attendance at the prayer meeting serv- 
ice is also very good. About eighty-four of 
eur folks gathered at the home of Brother 
and Sister Hall for an enjoyable social 
time. We start our revival at Raintown 
December 2. Pray for us that God can do 
great work for us—P. W. HUNSINGER, 
Pastor. 


Atlanta, November 19—On Sunday eve- 
ning, November 18, we closed our revival 
at New Hope with a well filled house and 
a very deep interest manifested. Rev. J. E. 
Fry, of Bismark, IIl., assisted us. He de- 
livered unto us each evening a splendid 
message, full of spiritual power, and pre- 
pared so as to meet the needs of every 
phase of human life. Although only three 
were added to the church, yet we feel that a 
greater vision of the Kingdom work has 
been received by all. Our choir, led by 
Mr. John Bozell, rendered a splendid serv- 
ice and was a great inspiration to both 
pastor and Brother Fry. The writer is 
very glad indeed to report that our choir 
leader has accepted the call of God to enter 
his service as song leader, and would be 
very glad to correspond with anyone who 
wishes help of this kind. His address is 
R. R. 4, Tipton, Ind. Our plans now are 
to begin our revival at Sand Bank No- 
vember 25, with Brother Walter Klinger as 
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our helper. We are looking forward to a 
victorious meeting at this place. We ask 
the interest of your prayers for success in 
God’s service here.—C. A. DUNCAN, Pastor. 


ae 

Cynthiana, November 20—After three 
weeks’ absence from home we are very glad 
to be at the old task again. The first two 
weeks we were gone we had the great 
pleasure of assisting Rev. Ed Borah in his 
special meetings at Poplar Church, Illinois 
Conference. Here we found fine congenial 
members, who love their church and pastor, 
and who all entered at once heartily into 
the task before them. We were only there 
ten days, but it was a delight to labor with 
such a true yokefellow as we found Bro. 
Borah to be. He and his good people gave 
us every kindly consideration. The choir 
deserves great credit, as several of them 
live in Eldorado, six miles away, but they 
missed but one night of the meeting, al- 
though it rained several nights. Bro. Merom 
Hausser, a clerk in Eldorado, had charge of 
the music, and did excellent work in direc- 
tion, as well as leading the splendid quartet 
which rendered good selections nearly every 
night. The results of the meeting, while 
not large, seemed about to cover most of 
the material from which results could be 
expected. The writer was splendidly re- 
membered in financial remuneration. Pop- 
lar Church is an old landmark, but the day 
is now at hand when we must have a church 
building in Eldorado. Some years later 
will not do. It is needed at once. The Mis- 
UIT 

bm 
Three Lessons 


HERE are three lessons I would 
write, 
Three words as with a burning pen, 
In tracings of eternal light, 
Upon the hearts of men. 


Have Faith; Where’er thy bark is 


driven— 
The calm’s disport, the tempest’s 
mirth— 
Know this,—God rules the host of 
heaven, 


The inhabitants of earth. 


Have Hope; though clouds environ now, 
And gladness hides her face in scorn, 

Put thou the shadow from thy brow; 
No night but hath its morn. 


Have Love; not love alone for one, 
But man as man thy brother call, 

And scatter like the circling sun 
Thy charities on all. 


Thus brave these lessons on thy soul— 
Faith, Hope, and Love,—and thou 
shalt find 
Strength when life’s surges rudest roll, 
Light when thou else wert blind. 
—Schiller. 
iT 


sion Board should take note of this oppor- 
tunity, for it will soon pass. I believe the 
brethren in the community sense the situa- 
tion, and are willing to take the matter in 
hand. We are looking forward with joy to 
the special simultaneous evangelistic effort 
soon to be made in the Southern Indiana 
Conference under the direction of Rev. 
McD. Howsare, and pray God that it may 
be a great success in winning souls to 
Christ and building up the cause of Zion 
in this field —E. E. BENNETT. 


IOWA 
Orient, November 18—The Hill of Zion 
Church, through its pastor, Rev. Rue 
Burnell, received as associate members the 
entire faculty of our consolidated school— 


NOVEMBER 29, 1923 


all of its grade and high school teachers— 
also the pastor, his wife, and daughter. Our 
hearts were gladdened, our hopes were 
strengthened, and we praise God from 
whom all blessings come——A. S. LYNN. 


NEW YORK 


East Hounsfield, November 20—The work 
here is progressing under the fine leader- 
ship of Rev. R. G. English. Prof. J. N. 
Dales, of Drayton, Ont., has been here since 
November 8, assisting materially in the 
church rally along all lines. On Friday 
evening, November 9, fifty men and boys 
attended the Father and Son banquet at the 
library. Brother Dales gave the address of 
the evening. The Father and Son service 
on the following Sunday was well attended. 
On Sunday, November 18, Rev. R. G. 
English conducted a preaching service at 
Caliam, twelve miles distant, Brother Dales 
giving the message of the afternoon. Serv- 
ices will be conducted there next Sunday 
and it is hoped services may be held reg- 
ularly in this community where the church 
has been closed for years. Bro. Dales 
leaves on Monday, November 26, for Lake- 
mont to assist in a church campaign there. 
—FLoRA CLEVELAND, Church Clerk. 


Lakemont, November 19—The November 
meeting of the Francis Asbury Palmer 
Fund was held in New York on Thursday, 
the 15th inst. There were two vacancies in 
the board to be filled, caused by the decease 
of Mr. Richard B. Kelly, of New York, and 
Mr. John B. Pease, of Gasport. Mr. Ed- 
ward §S. Bentley, a lawyer of New York 
City, was elected to succeed Mr. Kelly, and 
Iu.. Garry o. brate, of Lakemont, to suc- 
ceed Mr. Pease. Mr. Brate is a member 
pv da daseon of the Lakemont Christian Tem- 
ple and a business man of wide experience. 
He was for years the efficient secretary of 
the National Gas Manufacturers Associa- 
tion and the author of a valuable text on 
gas engines, which has been adopted for 


-class instruction in several colleges and 


technical schools. He also served as Gov- 
ernment expert in Washington in tests of 
gas engines and tractors. More recently 
he has made his home in Lakemont and has 
served as one of the supervisors of Yates 
County, a pesition to which he was re-elect- 
ed November 6. He also is the clerk of the 
Board of Trustees of Starkey Seminary, a 
duty which he performs to the general sat- 
isfaction—M. S 


NEW JERSEY 


Flemington, November 20—The work in 
the Christian Church here (presumably 
Locktown) has been progressing under the 
leadership of Dr. Frank E. Gaige, of 
Milford, who has consented to supply 
here until a regular pastor can be obtained. 
The. prayer meetings are held regularly, 
the different members assuming the leader- 
ship. The Christian Endeavor service is 
held in the evening, it being impossible to 
hold regular church services on account of 
road conditions preventing Dr. Gaige from 
being present. A call for Defiance College 
has been brought before us by Mr. Frank 
Beach, of Irvington, to which our church 
will respond. The urgent need of the Aged 
Ministers’ Home is now under considera- 
tion. The different departments of the 
church are as ever full of interest in the 
work, the Ladies’ Aid society having re- 
cently decided to furnish a room at the 
Carversville Orphanage. The missionary 
society has also packed a barrel of clothing 
for Franklinton. Besides doing work in 
the outside field, the church is endeavoring 
to finish the work on the wall and walk 
surrounding the structure, the money for 
which will all be raised by December 1. 
So despite the fact that we lack a leader 



















SS 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY (21) 1149 


and shepherd, the members are determined 
to keep alive the interest of the little church 
and await the time for God in his wise 
providence to guide us in a rightful choice. 
—E. B. BODINE. 


OHIO 


Hamersville, November 22—I have been 
laboring in field work around Georgetown, 
Mt. Orab, and Hamersville since the session 
of the Southern Ohio Conference. Am now 
at Farmers Chapel. Other churches are 
calling for me for evangelistic work. There 
seems to be a world of work within the 
bounds of this conference. I am willing to 
work here all winter if the way opens up, 
and am ready to do evangelistic work or 
to take a pastorate if the Lord opens the 
way.—A. H. BENNETT. 


Troy, November 20—Our home-coming 
day, or “re-entering” service, on November 
11, was a happy day for our church. After 
an absence of almost three months on ac- 
count redecorating, etc., it was a glad time 
when we could be back home again. The 
two speakers, who were the main factors 
in making the day worth while, were Dr. J. 
I. Burnett and Rev. Edwin B. Flory, both 
of Dayton. The morning was a merger 
service with 990 in attendance. A fine pro- 
gram was given and the finish was a fine 
tribute in an address by Dr. Burnett. The 
afternoon was a community service at which 
the neighboring churches and pastors were 
invited. There was a full house and two 
fine sermons were given by Brothers Bur- 
nett and Flory. The choir rendered some 
very fine selections. In the evening at the 
Young People’s hour, the speaker, Rev. Mr. 
Flory, brought a fine challenging message 
to our youth. Dr. Burnett was the speaker 
at the hour of worship and the men’s chor- 
us, led by Carl Norris, thrilled the large 
audience with their music. The message 
was a review of the history of the church 
and something of its splendid accomplish- 
ments. <A statement of the finance secre- 
tary showed a total of over five thousand 
dollars expended on improving the church. 
“A great day” was the concensus of opinion. 
—Mrprs. I. K. WISMER, Church Secretary. 


A Little Mother 


(Continued from page 16) 


always try not to let her grow tired, but 
she often does, anyhow.” 


She crossed the aisle, and getting the box 
I had noticed when she entered the car, op- 
ened it and proudly displayed two chains 
of withered daisies, a bird’s egg wrapped in 
cotton, several picture cards, and a stiff, 
new cotton handkerchief with a gorgeous 
border. “All these are for her!” she said. 
“The daisies have faded, but she won’t mind 
that. I know, because once before I made 
her a daisy chain and it withered before I 
got home, but she liked it as it was. She 
really liked it very much. She told me so, 
and even if she hadn’t I could have told 
from the way she smiled. A big boy gave 
me the bird’s egg. Then, I had a nickel 
grandma gave me last week, and for a long 
time I couldn’t decide whether to buy this 
handkerchief or a pin with a diamond in it; 
but papa gave her a pin on her birthday 
and she’s never had any kind of handker- 
chiefs except the plain kind: that’s what de- 
cided me. This one is very pretty, don’t 
you think so?” 


REPORT 


10% Yearly Gain—Our Slogan 
Report AT ONCE by mail or telegraph acces- 


sions to your church. 


You owe it to tell others what 


God hath done for you and your church. 


Watch the Herald columns for list 


Send report to 


Department of Evangelism and Life Service 


Room 23, C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio 


Train for Personal Evangelism 


REPORT 


I blinked at the flaming colors and mur- 
mured something noncommittal. 

The child hardly paused for breath, be- 
fore she continued her quaint chatter. She 
loved to talk, and as I was only too glad to 
have some one—anyone—to listen to, all 
went well. 

“It seems a long time since I left papa 
and mamma. I can hardly wait to see 
them. I was never away from home be- 
fore. Do you think she’s well enough to 
be at the station? She’s been at a hospital, 
you know, and papa says that a hospital’s 
a place where they make people well.” 

I told her not to count on finding her 
mother grown quite strong in so short a 
time. 

“Isn’t it wonderful how things happen 
just when you don’t expect them to!” sne 
exclaimed, not heeding my warning in the 
least. “When I got out of bed yesterday 
morning, I didn’t know I was going to see 
her and papa so soon! I was just throwing 
them a kiss from my window when grandma 
called me. She had been crying, and she 
told me that papa wanted me at home. I 
suppose it was because shw was going to 
lose me that she cried. I’d been very good 
to her. But I didn’t feel a bit like crying. 
I was glad all inside of me. And by and by 
Mrs. Dodge, who knew mamma when she 
was no bigger than I am, came to see 
grandma and they talked and talked, and 
she cried too. I saw her. I think she must 
have caught the tears from grandma like 
I did the measles from our butcher’s little 
boy.” 

As she chattered my heart grew heavy. 
I understood that her mother was dead; 
buried, too, no doubt. Poor motherless 





REPORT 


child! Poor, poor child! And she had no sus- 
picion of the truth. She was all eagerness, 
all hope. 

When we reached R—— we got off the 
train together, but the moment she caught 
sight of her father, she forgot my exist- 
ence. I looked at him with keen, sympa- 
thetic interest. He appeared to be almost 
fifty years of age. His face was kindly 
and rather handsome. He lifted his little 
girl into his arms and almost smothered 
her with kisses; then they walked away, 
hand in hand, and I lost sight of them in 
the crowd. I was not sorry. I wondered 
how he could tell her. 

Ten minutes later, having attended to my 
baggage, I passed out of the station and 
saw them again. The father had lifted the 
child on the low stone wall that runs along 
that side of the building, and was talking 
to her, gently and seriously. Her big eyes 
were fastened on his and great tears were 
pouring unheeded over her cheeks. She 
still held her apple. The box was tucked 
under one arm, but the lid was gone and 
the precious daisy chains were hanging out 
of it. She did not see me, and I hurriea 
past them. 

My car was long in coming, and feeling 
restless, I walked a square or two and let 
it overtake me. When I seated myself in it 
I found to my regret that I was face to 
face with the father and child. She was as 
pale as he now; her hat hung uncherished 
at the back of her neck, and from time to 
time tears rolled down her cheeks. I have 
never seen another face bespeak such utter 
desolation. 

Her father held one of her hands tightly 
clasped in his, but for some minutes, 
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neither of them spoke. Once or twice she 
did try to ask him something, but although 
she opened her lips, no sound came. 

At length he said gently: “You'll have 
to be very good to me now, Ruth. There’s 
no one elsé to take care of me.” 

She tooked up at him then. Her eyes 
brightened a little and a faint smile spread 
slowly over her tear-stained face. “Yes, 
papa,” she answered, with a littre motherly 
air; and sighed, and snuggled closer to him. 

After a second she spoke again, rather 
more briskly: “You’d better eat this apple 
right away. You haven’t had your dinner, 
and it’s afternoon. You might get sick, if 
you aren’t more careful.” 

He took the apple and obediently tried 
to eat some of it, and Ruth watched him 
with satisfaction. “I’m going to take such 
good care of you!” she whispered.—Printed 
by permission from the Atlantic Monthly. 


From San Juan to Salinas 
(Continued from page ten) 
side of a little mound, and their foundations 
appeared about as substantial, too. 

It was interesting to pass through the 
different villages. The Spanish and Amer- 
ican styles try to blend into a style all its 
own. The old buildings are Spanish and the 
new ones American. The old buildings with 
their age appear more substantial with 
their brick and plaster than do the cheaper 
American buildings of painted wood. In 
the narrow streets we find the pack horses 
and burros with an occasional American 
motor truck; the hawker selling his ba- 
nanas, oranges, and cocoanuts from a push 
stand and in a building along side, a con- 
fectioner selling ice cream sodas and all 
the various sundaes. The people that can 
afford it, ride in motor cars, others ride 
horseback, and the poorest classes walk, 
most of them in their bare feet. 

Oxen are the most common draft ani- 
mals. One, two, or three yoke of oxen are 
fastened to a wheeled cart according io the 
load. The four wheel wagons are drawn 
by horses or mules. They plow the land 
with an American plough, but one that will 
plow about a foot deep. They use oxen for 
this because of the roughness of the ground. 
The native cattle are big, bony animals, 
mostly tan in color, although there are a 
few black ones. They have long horns, 
sometimes three feet long, something like 
the old Texas Longhorn. Naturally the 
cows do not give much milk and are not, as 
a rule, high in butter fat. I am told that no 
cattle are fattened as we would fatten them 
in the North when they are prepared for the 
block, and consequently the beef sold in the 
shops is of inferior quality. 

We stopped for dinner about two miles 
from Aibonito (where the Methodist Mis- 
sion Rest Home is and where our mission- 
aries go, too), at a Mr. Snyder’s. Mrs. Sny- 
der is a great friend of the Barretts and 
Miss Williams, as she was Dr. Morrill’s sec- 
retary when he was on the Mission Board. 
We had a real meal of mostly things we 
have at home, and it was good after trav- 
eling five days on the boat. 

It is the rule to have a couple of hours’ 
siesta ‘(rest and sleep) directly after the 
midday meal when the sun is hottest, so 
we had a siesta before we went on to Ponce. 

When we got down from the mountains 
we saw fields of sugar cane, in different 
stages of growth. Some was’ only a foot 
high, while the most of it was about eight 
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to ten feet high. It is not like American 
corn. It has a shorter stalk and a great 
many grasslike leaves similar to that on 
corn before it heads out. They do not plant 
seed, but a piece of the stalk with a joint 
or so on it is planted instead. 

We arrived in Ponce in plenty of time for 
supper. Mrs. Barrett had a good meal pre- 
pared for is. We had a few dishes of Porto 
Rican food, the first Porto Rican products 
that we had really enjoyed, and to finish we 
were given a surprise by being served 
homemade ice cream. We were to stay in 
Ponce until Thursday morning when we 
would go to Salinas. They wanted us to 
be there for their Christian Endeavor on 
Wednesday night. 

Tuesday night we stayed in a hotel right 
next to the plaza—like the town square 
where the fountains bubble and the trees 
give shade and there are flowers and birds. 
It had been a big day and I was so nerved 
up that I did not get much sleep, but the 
rest was of great value. 

On Wednesday evening it began to rain, 
so much rain fell that it was impossible to 
walk on the streets and as most of the 


AL 
Two Churches 


HERE was a church in our town 
Which thought ’twas wondrous wise, 
It tried to pay expenses 
By selling cakes and pies; 
But after years of trying 
_ That plan to raise the cash, 
The folks got tired of buying 
And the whole thing went to smash. 


There was a church in our town 
And it was wondrous wise; 
It always paid expenses 
By simply paying tithes. 
For when ’twas found the tithe did pay, 
It seemed so very plain, 
Forthwith ’twould have no other way, 
No never once again. 
—The Baptist. 
ALANA A 


water had to pass by ovr chapel we were 
unable to enter. The Christian Endeavor 
meeting was held in the home of Mr. Bar- 
rett. We had a great surprise for the meet- 
ing was a welcome and presentation to us. 
Mrs. Morton received a bouquet of flowers, 
a glass vase with silver stand, a beautiful 
waist with Porto Rican drawn work all over 
it, and then two small mats. I received a 
Spanish Bible. Then we had a short social 
time together when ice cream cones were 
served. 

Thursday morning we prepared for our 
trip to Salinas. Before going Miss Wil- 
liams and Mrs. Morton as partner house- 
keepers, visited a grocery and ordered a 
supply of provisions, especially American 
foods, as it is especially trying for those 
new in Porto Rico to live on Porto Rican 
foods entirely. 


On the way from Ponce we passed’ 


through our field. We saw Arus and our 
church there. Then through cane fields on 
each side of the road to Santa Isabel where 
the new church is. It is a small building 
in comparison to our churches at home, but 
it has floor space, which is what we need if 
we are to increase our work. It is in a com- 
manding position, on the main street of the 
town, facing the plaza and practically op- 
posite the Roman Catholic Church. 

From Santa Isabel to Salinas we have 
only one mission point, Jauco, a small bar- 
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rio on the road, but toward the mountains 
were Paso Seco and Penuelas. 

When we arrived in Salinas the schools 
were just letting out and some of the chil- 
dren who knew Miss Williams were so in- 
quisitive they stood in front of the house 
and had a good look at the new mission- 
aries. They then went away and told others. 

We like this place as far as we know it. 
Our house faces the east and the breezes 
blow through the house, making it fairly 
cool most of the day. Although it is a hot, 
dry, and dusty wind, it is appreciated be- 
cause it is a wind. 

We feel at home and if the Lord has work 
for us to do, we want to do it, but we can 
never accomplish much without the prayers 
and backing of those who are home. 

Salinas, Porto Rico. 


Reading the Bible 

HE Bible has several good points, which 

should appeal to practical and ignorant 
people like myself. 

It is the most economical book in the 
world, for it renders all other books super- 
fluous. 

You can get it in almost any size you 
want. It comes so small it will fit into a 
waistcoat pocket. If you want something 
to carry around for exercise, it comes up to 
ten or fifteen pounds. 

So far as I have been able to discover, 
there isn’t a single word in it that you can- 
not understand as soon as you look at it. 

You don’t have to read it through. You 
can pick it up anywhere. 

Any part of it gets better every time you 
read it. 

My principal discovery about the Bible 
indeed, as far as I am concerned, is that the 
only way to read it is without any system. 

When I found I could read the Bible ac- 
cording to my own lights, I found I had 
an occupation that created more new values 
for me than anything I had ever tried. Per- 
haps it at first is the fact that it is so 
closely written. A modern writer (just as 
I am doing now, shamé on me), is always 
at some pains to explain his ideas. This is, 
of course, due to competition, the one who 
succeeds in making it easiest or most obvi- 
ous for the reader being the one who has 
the greatest number of readers. But the 
Bible is not competing with any other book. 
It is the bedrock foundation of all our 
literature, and \therefore if you want to 
know anything, the Bible is where you must 
go to find it. It contains all the latest 
rews. No newspaper man, no sage or sci- 
entist, no philosopher or statesman, has 
ever been able to get up early enough in the 
morning to get ahead of the Bible. Being 
so compactly written, without a superfluous 
word, no word in it can therefore be over- 
looked, and that is why it must be read with- 
out any ambition, that is, any thought that 
one may acquire a reputation as an author- 
ity for having read it; and that is why it 
can never be read by any method or sys- 
tem. It is too big for systems; it compre- 
hends man himself and all his thoughts. It 
is in reality a great gallery of superb hu- 
man portraits —Thomas L. Masson, in The 
Christian Herald. 
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Just Among Ourselves 


EAR BRETHREN: 
D I am not coming to you with 

“excellency of speech” but as brother 
to brother in the interest of the Kingdom 
of our Lord and Master. A new re 
sponsibility was laid upon the writer by our 
Board of Trustees at its meeting in October, 
that of increasing the circulation of our 
denominational literature, and especially 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty. That this 


‘should be done, I think there is none that 


will question. For one to attempt the task 
alone, would only be a waste of both time 
and energy. Therefore, I am going to ask 
for the fullest co-operation on the part of 
our entire brotherhood in assisting me, and 
under the guidance of God the work can 
be done. 

When we consider the great task that has 
been given of God to the Christian Church 
and how slow we have been in taking it up, 
and consequently how little we have thus 
far accomplished, we are almost made to 
hang our heads in shame. But I feel that 
we are beginning to arouse, that we are 
realizing as never before the call of God 
to go forward as one mighty army to ful- 
fill the mission, to accomplish the task he 
has given us to do. But in order to do this 
we must have the spirit of service and a 
co-operation on the part of every individual 
member, church, conference, and conven- 
tion, that we have never before known. To 
do this every one must know, must be in- 
formed, as to what plans are being formu- 
lated in order that they may co-operate in 
an intelligent way and be prepared to do 
the work that is expected of them. 


UR workers in the field have been and 

are doing a splendid work, but if it is 
to become permanent, it is absolutely essen- 
tial that we have some way, of passing the 
information along the line until those liv- 
ing in the remotest parts may know, may 
act intelligently and accomplish his or her 
individual part. 

This can only be done by their taking 
and reading our denominational literature, 
especially The Herald of Gospel Liberty, 
our denominational organ. When we con- 
sider that only a very small fractional part 
of our membership of more than 100,000 
are at present readers of The Herald, it 


becomes evident to all of us that its circula- 
tion must be very largely increased if we 
are to accomplish the task God has laid 
upon the Christian Church. We are at the 
parting of the ways. Shall we all, by 
earnest, loyal, prayerful effort, go forward 
and possess the land and fulfill our mission 
that is God-given; or shall we, by our in- 
difference and neglect, fail him? We must 
not, we will not, fail him. 

I, therefore, appeal to every individual 
member of the Christian Church for his or 
her loyal support for putting The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty into every home of our 
entire membership. 

Pastors, you are our minutemen on the 
front line. We are counting on you, as 
leaders of your people, for your fullest co- 
operation in putting across this program 
for God and our church. We feel you will 
not fail us. If possible, have the joy of do- 
ing the work yourself by soliciting and urg- 
ing every family of your parish to sub- 
scribe for and read The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty. If you can not do the work your- 
self, please see that some influential mem- 
ber or Sunday-school class or society is se- 
cured to do the work. 

Write us at once for terms and sample 
copies. 

Yours in service, 
A. F. CHASE, 
Circulation Manager. 


oO 


Out of the strain of the doing, 
Into the peace of the done; 
Out of the thirst of pursuing, 
Into the rapture of won; 
Out of grey mist into brightness 
Out of pale dusk into dawn— 
Out of all wrong into rightness, 
We from these fields shall be gone. 
“Nay,” say the saints, “not gone, come, 
Into Eternity’s Harvest Home!” 
—W. M. L. Jay. 


Clarence DeMar, the -sprinter, who won 
for the third time the Boston Athletic Club 
Marathon, in a terrific twenty-five mile 
grind, was opposed by seventy athletes, all 
much younger than himself. DeMar, who 
is thirty-five, made this statement in an 


article in Association Men: “We all know 
that clean habits have much to do with 
success. Personally, I have never smoked, 
and I signed the temperance pledge when 
I was thirteen.” It is the same story over 
and over again. The athlete who wins is 
the one who doesn’t smoke. 


| 


The candle has two functions, light and 
heat. The Christian life has two functions, 
faith and works. Blow out the candle, and 
both light and heat are gone. In the Chris- 
tian life it is not always so. Here we may 
stress one and forget the other; we may 
promote the one while the other shrivels 
and is atrophied. We may overemphasize 
faith and forget works; we may overem- 
phasize works and forget our languishing 
spirituality. We may feel good but not 
make good, or we may run to and fro and 
become barren spiritually even while we 
think we are too busy even to pray.—Ex- 
change. 

Dd 


To avoid a colorless existence, keep in 
the pink of condition; do things up brown, 
treat people white, be well read, and get 
out onto the golf green under the blue 
occasionally.—Boston Transcript. 








Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


A. C. Youmans, 15 Bartlett St., Haverhill, Mass. 

B. W. Stoddard, 733 East 33d St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
A. S. Ryan, Olcott, West Virginia. 

Treat Evans, Higby, Ohio. 

Lovell D. Hammond, 609 W. Spring St., Lima, Ohio. 
E. C. Hall, 905 W. Seventh St., Erie, Pa. 

G. Robt. Van Zant, Middletown, Indiana. 

Edwin B, Flory, 48 W. Fairview Ave., Dayton, Ohio. 
David S. Hensley, 1013 Powers St., Muncie, Ind. 
Clarence Bennett, Merom, Ind. 

E. G. Walk, South Solon, Ohio. 

Guernsey Stephens, 459 W. High St., Montpelier, Ind. 
D. R. Lusk, R. R. 5, Wabash, Ind. 








EVANGELIST 


Rev. P. W. Hunsinger, pastor of Crooked Creek 
Church, Northwestern Indiana Conference, has @ 
few open dates to offer any church wishing him to 
come with his illustrated lecture. These pictures are 
of some of the converts in his revivals, showing how 


INVESTING FOR THE FAMILY 


Abraham Lincoln humorously said of a poor neigh- 
bor’s assets, “He has a wife and two children, which 
I should think were worth thirty thousand dollars to 
any man.” 


The family is the greatest wealth of every member 
of it—the first concern of the individual or of so- 
ciety. It is a golden investment and needs the same 
protection and care that any investment requires. 

One of its best safeguards is reading ; 
of the things that puts it in jeopardy is bad ‘Sale 
The Youth’s reams ea | has always been, in the mat- 
ter of supplying good reading, what a United States 
bond is to the investor. Its principle is guaranteed, 
and its interest is paid with every issue. Try this 
investment for your family. 


The fifty-two issues of 1924 will be crowded with 


serial stories, short stories, editorials, poetry, facts, 
and fun. Subscribe now and receive: 


The Youth's Companion—52 issues in 1924. 

Ail the remaining issues of 1923. 

The Companion Home Calendae for 1924. 

All for $2.50. 

Or include MeCall’s Magazine, the monthly au- 
thority on fashions. Both publications, only $3.00. 


THE YOUTH’S COMPANION 
Commonwealth Ave. & St. Paul St., Boston, Mass. 
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Sunday-school Lesson Commentaries 1924 


Peloubet’s Select Ne 


It has been issued for fifty years with ever 
increasing popularity and usefulness, which 
fact alone is a 
wonderful argyu- 
ment for its value 
and _ helpfulness. 
Rich in material, 
comprehensive in 
its scope, practical 
in its treatment; 
every superin- 
tendent, teacher, 
and scholar will 
find in it his own 
personal require- 
ments. Marion 
Lawrance_ voices 
the sentiments of 
thousands when 
he says: 

“How this 
standard commen- 
tary has been able 
to maintain itself 
during all these 
years, growing 
annually stronger 
and richer, is a 
marvel to the 
Sunday - school 
world. Personally, 
I do not see how any Sunday-school teacher 
can hope to do his best without the rich, full 
helps found in these NOTES.” 

It should be the companion of every Sun- 
day-school worker. Price $2.00, postpaid. 


The Monday Club Sermons for 
1924 


For forty-eight years this annual volume 
has maintained its place as a commentary 
on the International Sunday School Lessons 
that is “different.” Its particular value lies 
in its unique analysis of the lesson, affording 
the leaders of adult classes in particular a 
summary which is unusual, supplementing 
all. other “helps.” Price, postpaid, $2.00, 


Snowden’s Sunday School Book 


Practical Expositions 








of the _ International 
Sunday School Lessons 
of 1924. Improved Uni- 
form Series; Topics for 
Young People and 
Adults. By Reverend 


James H. Snowden. 


Price, postpaid, $1.25. 


Torrey’s Gist of the Lesson 


The original Vest Pocket 
Companion, which has had 
many imitators, but no 
equal, As Marion Law- 
rance says, “Boiled down 
and pressed, skimmed, 
strained, yet full, gener- 
ous, helpful.” Flexible 
binding, 40 cents, net. 


-_ 


Paramount Bible School Superin- 
tendent’s Pocket Record 


A real companion to any superintendent. 
Helpful hints; Brief History of the Sunday- 
school; Bible Statistics; Dates of all Special 
Sundays and Holidays; Suggested Order of 
Service; Condensed Reports; Officers’ and 
Teachers’ Record; New Scholars, etc. Price, 
60 cents, postpaid. 
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Tarbell’s Teacher’s Guide 


The previous years’ issues have established 
this commentary in the minds of Sunday- 
school teachers and : 
scholars as a most com- - 
plete and useful Sun- [Riess >soe 
day-school Commen- a 
tary. The object is, 
first and all, to present 
the very best Commen- 
tary on the lessons, with 
every conceivable help 
that modern science and 
modern methods can 
render. 

Printed in clear, plain 
type with many hand- 
some ILllustrations, 
Maps, Diagrams, etc. 
Price, postpaid, $2.00. 


Arnold’s Practical Commentary 


Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. Home Read- 
ing. 3. Lesson Text, Golden Text, Practical 
Truth, Topic and 

‘\ Outline arranged as 

a responsive exer- 
cise. 4. Text also 
in American Revis- 
ion. 5. Time. 6. 
Place. 7. Parallel 
Accounts. 8 Com- 
ments. 9. Ques- 
tions. 10. Prac- 
tical Survey. 11. 
Practical Applica- 
tion. 12. Black- 
board Exercise. 13. 
With the Seniors 
and Adults. 14. 
The Intermediate 
Class. 15. The 
Juniors. 16. The 
“ ’ Primary Class. 17. 
" Maps. 18. Bihle 

Dictionary. Price, postpaid, $1.00. 


The Superintendent’s Guide 
for 1924 


A Pocket Manual for 
Superintendents 


By Dr. Harry Edwards 
Bartow 


NOT A LESSON 
COMMENTARY 


It is designed to HELP 
SUPERINTENDENTS 
make their schools better 
in every way. 

For each month it gives 
valuable suggestions on 
How to Conduct the 
School, an Order of Service, and Hints for 
the Workers’ Conference. 

For each Sunday it gives an Outline for 
the Desk Lesson, a Prayer, a list of appropri- 
ate Hymns, and Thoughts for the Superin- 
tendent’s Quiet Hour. Special suggestions 
for Festivals and Holidays. 

The book will save many a Superintendent 
from being a failure. 

The fifty-two prayers are appreciated by 
those who need that kind of help. 

There are pages for Records and blank 
pages for Notes, 

Bound in imitation leather, in size to fit 
vest pocket. Price 60 cents. 


Star Superintendent’s Pocket 
Record 


Most anything that any superintendent 
could want is found in this book in compact 
form. No superintendent ought to be with- 
out it. Price, postpaid, 85e, 


The Superintendent’s Helper, 
1924 


A pocket encyclopedia of Sunday-school 
method. It contains many valuable helps for 
the busy superintendent and is vest-pocket 
size. Price, 40e. 
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